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Abstract:

This article provides an overview of one of the most
recent and sophisticated methods of item analysisis
Differential Item Functioning (DIF) and gives a glance of the
sources and explanation of its occurrence in the items of a
test. The DIF gives a strong evidence for the fairness of the
test and the validity of inferences based on the test scores.
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The DIF occurs when examinees with equal latent trait, but from
different groups for example (male and female), have an unequal

probability of item endorsement.

Key words: Factor Analysis, Differential Item Functioning. Statistical

Properties
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