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French bulletin for the month of January 1957

on southern Algeria: Translate and comment
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Summary: The document, which is a reliable source of information, comprises eleven typewritten pages,
issued by the General Government in Algeria. He talks about the general conditions in the southern
region. Itincludes several areas, including Ain-Sefra, Mecheria, Colomb-Bechar, Geryville, Adrar, Tindouf,
Touggourt, Ghardaia, Oued Souf, Djelfa and Laghouat. The following topics include: General situation -
Rebel establishment - Moroccan and Tunisian aid to the rebellion - The situation in the territory of Ain-
Sefra- Threats to the support- Policing- State of mind and the material situation of the Muslim
populations- religious brotherhoods- the state of mind of the European population- border relations.

This document shows the extent of the revolution’s penetration into popular Algerian circles, and the
extent of its impact on the situation of French soldiers and civilians; So much so that the revolutionary
war has become the dominant subject of public life in Algeria. It shows the scale of the continuous attacks
on the French positions and the human losses that these attacks entail, which vary between the cutting of
telephone poles and the derailment of the railway tracks. Support from neighboring Maghreb countries
continues and the revolution is spreading further and further south..

It also shows the ability of the French side to obtain semi-accurate information about the forces of the
revolution in various ways and methods, including the acquisition of secret documents of the revolution
and the arrest of some mujahideen. And he taught him a lot of leaders and managers, their whereabouts,
their plans and their management methods.

Keywords: the rebels- the bandits- the general state of the population- sabotage- the attacks- the French-

Ain-Sefra- Mecheria- Jeryville-Colomb-Bechar...
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1- Vincennes Centre historiques des archives. Ministére des armées. Paris, Inspection des territoires du sud- Bulletins

de renseignements, Cote : Th3242.
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