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Prosopography: its definition and importance
in historical research
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Abstract: Prosopography is an important approach to the study of history -especially
the history of elites- it is due to the valuable information it contains in biographics, and
it is based on observing the characteristics of a group of individuals active in history,
where does their information gain value and meaning if placed in a collective context. It
has received great attention from many researchers in various fields of history in
different periods (ancient era« medium« modern and contemporary). However, it is still
limited in use in some arab countries and unknown in others, despite the popularity that
it witnessed in most western countries, since the second half of the twentieth century.
Thus, this study aims to shed light on the concept of prosopography, by addressing
the definition of it and explaining its origin and stages of development, the steps for its
implementation, In addition its importance and limits in historical research. The study
concluded to emphasize the importance of this approach in all branches of history
(political, social, economic, cultural, religious, etc), but it also responds to the needs of
the researcher in various branches of the humanities and social sciences (anthropology,
sociology, psychology and political science, etc)- However, its effectiveness depends on
a number of factors that must be checked before employing it.
Keywords: Historical archives- prosopography- collective biography- biography-
historical research- history- history of elites.
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1- Giovanni Levi- Les Usages de la biographie- In: Annales. economies, sociétés, civilisations, vol. 44, n° 6,
1989- pp. 1329- 1330.

1- Koenraad Verboven, Myriam Carlier, Jan Dumolyn- A short manual to the art of prosopography- In:
Kathrine Keats Rohan- Prosopography: approaches and applications: A Handbook- Unit for Prosopographical
Research- Oxford -2007- p. 60.
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1- Pierre Chantraine- Dictionnaire étymologique de la langue grecque. Histoire des mots. vol. III- Editions
Klincksieck- Paris- 1975- p. 942.

2- Pierre Chantraine- Dictionnaire étymologique de la langue grecque. Histoire des mots. vol. I- Editions
Klincksieck- Paris- 1968- pp. 235- 236.

3- J. B, Morin- Dictionnaire étymologique des mots francois dérivés du grec et usités principalement dans les
sciences, les lettres et les arts- B. Warée- Paris- 1803- p. 431.
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1- Emile Littré- Dictionnaire de la langue francaise. vol. 3- Librairie Hachette et Cie- Paris- 1874- p. 1361.

2- Grand Larousse Encyclopédique, T. 8- Larousse- Paris- 1963- p. 845.

1- Katharine Keats- Rohan- Progress or perversion? Current issues in prosopography: An Introduction [en
ligne ] 2003- Consulté¢ le 20/2/2019- Disponible a I’adresse: http://www.coelweb.co.uk/progress-or-
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2- Lawrence Stone- Prosopography- In: Daedalus, vol. 100, n° 1, 1971- p. 46.

3- Ibid.
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1- André Chastagnol- La Prosopographie, méthode de recherche sur I’histoire du Bas Empire- In: Annales.
Economies, sociétés, civilisations, vol. 25, n° 5, 1970- p. 1229.
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1- Jean Maurin- La prosopographie romaine: pertes et profits- In: Annales. economies, sociétés, civilisations-
vol. 37, n° 5- 6, 1982- p. 825.
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1- Marc Perrichet- Prosopographie de la France moderne: acquis et lendemains- In: Histoires de vies, Actes du
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1- André Chastagnol- Op. cit- pp. 1229- 1230.
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3- Lawrence Stone- Op. cit- p. 60.
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1- Katharine Keats- Rohan- Op. cit.
2- Koenraad Verboven, Myriam Carlier, Jan Dumolyn- Op. cit- p. 65.
3- Hilde de Ridder- Symoens- Op. cit- p. 105.
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