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Sports in the daily life of the inhabitants of the Algerian Sahara in the 19th

century AD through the writings of European travelers and explorers
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Abstract : With the beginning of the nineteenth century, European countries were interested in sending
several exploratory missions to the Algerian desert. After France tightened its grip on Algeria in the year
1830 AD, it intensified sending missions and exploratory trips to it, and worked to carry out accurate field
studies, in addition to the responders and respondents, and the responders and the responders. The
military had to complete the reports and studies thar would enable the French authority to identify the
secrets of the desert, and write down everything small and large around the area. Among the things thar
artracted the explorers’ interest, albeit in a small way, were sports and recreational games and their role in

the daily life of the population.

The popular games and sports in the desert express the level of thinking and creativity of the deserr
community, as the writings of the European envoys indicate that the Saharawis have been fond of
popular sports and games, and made them means of entertainment and recreation, expressing a desert
culture based on the principles of heritage, open and capable of development and modernization, as well
as These folk games and sports in the desert are innovative and experimental practices that tend o create
an armosphere of fun, joy, entertainment, a test of intelligence, and physical energy, and make good use
of them. It thus constitutes a mirror for the embodiment of heritage, its revival, and its re-characterization;
To be a permanent reference that is passed down and passed down from generation to generation.

Desert folk games and sports are characterized by many characteristics and advantages such as

diversity, simplicity, spontaneity, development of mind and intelligence, inclusion, and connection to the
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local culture and environment, in addition ro embodying many desert customs and traditions. Desert folk
games differ from one game to another, in terms of form, content and method of performance. This
difference is reflected in the presence of men's games, women's games, and common games berween
them, in addition to their diversity of mental games, recreational games and physical games.

Keywords: Algeria; Algerian desert; nineteenth century; traveler; explorers; Sports; the games; the

culture; the mare; The Camels.
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1- Eugene Daumas, les chevaux de Sahara, les annales de la colonisation algériennes, t2, paris, 1852, pp270-302.

2- Gerhard Rohlfs, op.cit, p106.

3- Eugene Daumas, les chevaux de Sahara, op.cit, p15.

4- Ibid, p26.
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Francois Raymond, Dictionnaire des termes appropriés aux arts et aux sciences, Masson et fils, Paris, 1824, p258.
1- Carlos Pereira, Parler aux chevaux autrement, Amphora France, 2009, p16.
2- Louis Chénier, Révolutions de I'empire ottoman, et observations sur ses progrés, sur ses reveers, Chenier et bailier, Paris, 1787,
p319.
3- Florian Pharaon, Spabhis, turcos et goumiers, Ed. Challamel Ainé, Paris, 1864, p247.
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1- Félix Mornand, La vie arabe, Ed. Michel Lévy, Paris, 1856, p72

2-Victor Colonieu, Voyage dans le Sahara algérien, de Géryville a Ouargla, dans :Le tour du monde: nouveau journal des voyages, Volume2, Paris,
1863, p197.

3- Eugene Daumas, les chevaux de Sahara, op.cit, p 389.

4-V.B. Diporter, La Question du Touat au Sahara Algérien, Gourara-Touat-Tidikelt, Imp Fontana, Alger, 1891, p46.
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1- Henri Duveyrier, Les Touaregs du Nord Exploration du Sahara, Challamel Ainé Libraire editeur, Paris, 1864, p17.

2- Henri Duveyrier, Journal de Route Sahara Algerinet et Tunisien, Publié et Annote, CH. Maunoir et H. Shirmer, Librairie Maritime et Coloniale,
Paris 1905, P123.

3- Eugéne Daumas, les chevaux de Sahara, op.cit, p16.

4- Heinrich Barth, Voyages et découvertes dans I'Afrique septentrionale et centrale pendant les années 1849 a 1855, tome, Bruxelles, paris,

1860, p193.
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