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Reforming arab education in free schools in Algeria (the
schools of Association of Algerian Muslim Ulema as a Model)
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Abstract: At the beginning of the twentieth century, Algeria witnessed the

process of a renaissance that covered all political, social and cultural fields. Free
Arab education hada share in this renaissance which was in fact a response to
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the old methods that had not been developed for centuries. In this vein, when
individuals and association emerged to advance Arab education,
The Association of Algerian Muslim Ulemahad already been the pioneer in this
field. Since its foundation in 1931, free schools in various regions have been
established. In very broad terms, ‘The Association of Algerian
MuslimUlema’has tried to modernize education, in terms of location,
curriculum and methods.Working with these foundations, a higher education
committee has been established to managethe progress and the organization of
education. This process was devoted to updating curricula and decisions, and
establishing a certificate for Arab primary education. In this vein, the bulk of
this paper is dedicated to defining the foundations of education and
investigating the balance between the principles of Islamic education that
strived to keep pace with the spirit of age and modernize the teaching methods.

Keywords: Arab education, free schools, The Association of Algerian
MuslimUlema, ancient education, education reform
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