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Religious coexistence in Mecca during the pre-Islamic era
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ABSTRACT : The history of Mecca, since its inception, has been closely
linked with the Kaaba.To a very large extent, Arabs’ reverence of Kaaba
wasessentially the main reason behindthe Meccans' interest in organizing
Hajj.Hajj , within its major rituals , such as prayer, zakat and fasting, is
consideredas oneof the most important basic norms related to the Hanafi’s
religion.Besides, the erection of some idols around the Kaaba and the

veneration of them pushed people to adopt a new religion and glorify deities
other than God as Hubla, Al-Lat, Manat and Al-Uzza, who became by the end
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the most famous pagan gods to them. Furthermore, other monotheistic
religions such asChristianity and Judaism,that were spread at that time in the
neighboring countries, were in large measure adopted. As a substantive matter,
this adoption was, ineffect, an evidence on the openness to the neighboring
nations on the one hand, and the tolerance and coexistence with each other on
the other hand. More importantly, over all, the difference in the religious
beliefs and rituals burst a diversity that certainly led to the consolidation of
their relations with the neighbors in various political, social, cultural, religious
and economic fields

Keywords: Religious coexistence; Hubl; idols; belief;, Hanafi; Al-Lat;
Christianity;Mecca,pre-Islamic, deities
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