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The Role of French Colonialism in the Spread of Diseases and
Epidemics in Algeria During the Nineteenth Century
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Abstract: The Corona pandemic (Covid-19) confirmed that epidemics have
repercussions that exceed health effects known to them, and throughout history
have had an impact on the policy of countries and the nature of their societies
and the relations between them and their economies, according to place and
time, and their impact was also evident during wars and conflicts, where it
played a role in changing the scales Powers in favor of one party or parties
over the other, and like other regions of the world, Algeria has witnessed many
epidemics throughout its history, perhaps the most important of which was the
accompanying French colonial presence, especially during the nineteenth
century.

This research paper shows the various diseases and epidemics that appeared
in Algeria during the period when the French occupation was trying to control
the rest of the regions of Algeria, and how some epidemic periods in Algeria
affected the colonial movement, whether in the affirmative or the negative,
where the diseases and the attempt to treat them were justifications for the
colonial presence according to some Historians, and epidemics have sometimes
hindered occupation projects, especially the settlement enterprise.

This research paper shows, through colonialism, the transmission of
epidemics from Europe to Algeria, its publication, and its exploitation to
achieve its colonial policy based on extermination and annihilation of the
Algerian people, that there is a possibility of deliberate French colonialism in
transmitting epidemics and spreading them in Algeria.

We will also try to show through several examples that epidemics
contributed with the colonial expansion to the extermination of a large number
of the Algerian people, and the spread of misery and poverty among them, and
it also greatly affected the military resistance movement that has accompanied
the colonial movement since its inception in 1830.

Keywords: Epidemics; diseases; cholera; medicine; Algeria; French
occupation ; popular resistance; settlement project ; 19th century.
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3- Yvonne Turin, Affrontements culturels dans I’ Algérie coloniale: écoles, médecines, religion, 1830-1880,

Francois Maspero imprimerie, Paris, 1971, pp 306-307.

4- Ibid, p 308.

5- Kamel Kateb, Européens, "indigénes" et juifs en Algérie (1830-1962): représentations et réalités des

populations, INED, Algérie, 2001, p60.
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10- Celine Fallet, Conquéte de 1'Algérie, Mégard et Cie (Rouen) éditeurs, Paris, 1856, p41.

11- Jacques Léonard, Médecine et colonisation en Algérie au XIXe siecle, Annales de Bretagne et des pays de
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