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Education and crime: an economic approach
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Abstract:

Crime becomes today a great dilemma for individual and
governments alike. In fact, its field has largely expanded and its tools
have been developed in the era of globalization. Economists,
therefore, try to understand the socioeconomic determinants of crime
on one hand and study the alternative strategies to alleviate its effect
on the other one. Recently, researchers focus more on the role of
education in this frame. They found that education is more effective
than deterrence tools in reducing crime.
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L Wim, Groot. (2004) "The effects of education on crime", p2.
[www1.fee.uva.nl/scholar/wp/wp48-04.pdf]

%Saving futures, saving dollars” (2006). Alliance for excellent education, Issue brief.
[www.all4ed.org/files/archive/publications/SavingFutures.pdf]
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! Ann Dryden Witte and Robert Witt. (2001) Crime Causation: Economic Theories
www.econ.surrey.ac.uk/Research/WorkingPapers/econ300.pdf, p 1
2 Backer, Gary (1968) Crime and punishment: An economic approach, journal of political economy, Vol. 76, N. 2.
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'Garouppa, numo (1998)"Crime and punishment: Further results", Economics 344, Department of Economics and
Business, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, p2.

2 Ehrlich, Isaac. (1973) "Participation in lllegitimate Activities: A Theoretical and Empirical Investigation," Journal of
Political Economy.
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! Alison Oliver (2005). " The economics of crime: An analysis of crime rates in America, The Park Place Economist,
Volume 10, p 31.

2 Paolo Buonnano, "Identifying the effect of education on crime: evidence from the Italian regions", op.cit, pp 3-4.
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Source: Walter Mc.Mahon, (2004). ""Education, democratization, political stability and growth™,
Center for global studies, University of Illinois, p43.
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Source: education and public safety, op.cit, p 5.

! "Education and public safety" (2007) justice policy institute, p9.
[www.justicepolicy.org/images/upload/07-08_REP_EducationAndPublicSafety PS-AC.pdf]

N°08 Décembre2012

Les Cahier du MECAS



125
Cland O B ans Al g3 Juad

5 (5 e 2l e eV Al @l Ly ) Y 5 e o) &) ey a3
Co A A Ley D Ol 5 ey A5 le 60— Aaall ¥ ame Ly paisn 5 S

o all Vo L 0S8 el Al 8 a8 e el Ve L AN Y Gl -2
Gl el cVare L Al Gl g e of am bl Joaall 8 o o LS da i

asiall il ol A Ay yall 12 gaal)
100 JSI Caall a8 ja < ane | all 100 JSU 2l <Y 2na
alf
465.5 991.1 sasiall LY )
275.9 1310.9 Gy s yie e
440.1 774.0 Gy s ke

Source: education and public safety, op.cit, p 6.
Ao all 5, Al Jadiud De Wlad @ b ,d e X Gan Ll 5 sl
Cua DLl Ggia B Aald Al T LS aadiaall o 3ls 3B juae Gan 22ty dadaid)
FO0ledll & jlie gaill iV ana Gamddiig dgadl) il J8 Aadl ¥ ana xdi i

! Paolo Buonanno, identifying the effect of education on crime: evidence from the Italian regions, working paper N.65,
department of economics, university of Milan, 2003, p3.
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! Lochner, Lance. (1999) "Education, work, crime: Theory and evidence", University of Rochester Working Paper no.
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1 Saving futures, saving dollars, op.cit, p4.

2 Lockner, Lance and Enrico Moretti. (2004)" the effects of education on crime: evidence from prison inmates, arrests
and self-reports». American Economic Review, , Vol. 94, p27.

3 Leon Feinstein (2002) Quantitative Estimates of the Social Benefits of Learning, 1: Crime. Wider Benefits of
Learning Research Report. Centre for Research on the Wider Benefits of Learning, London, p3.

4 Lochner, lance. (2004)"education, work and crime: A human capital approach™ International Economic Review 45,
p31.
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