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The Impact of Translation on Changing Meaning and Disseminating False Information
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ABSTRACT

No one denies the massive amount of information and news that people circulate on social media, in the whole world in
general and in the Arab world in particular. Some of this information, which is written in Arabic, reaches us via
translation from other languages. In addition, some of it is translated more than once and from more than one language.
This leads to changes in the meaning and a deviation from truth, especially science most people who pass on such
information are not specialized in translation. We eventually discover that most of the information circulated is false,
resulting in the spread of false information or rumors on social media. This research is an attempt to find the impact of
translation on changing the meaning and disseminating false information on social media. To do so, | applied this
strategy to the Arabic language by analysing some texts posted on social media sites that had been affected by
translation. The study employes both the descriptive and empirical approaches to demonstrate the impact of translation
on changing meaning. The selected texts were translated from Arabic into several languages and then translated back
into Arabic to find the differences between the original Arabic texts and the ones that underwent a complete translation
cycle between several languages.
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