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Al-Khawaja Nasir al-din al-Tusi and his role of fall of Baghdad
(656AH/1258 CE)
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Abstract:

The Islamic world in the 13th century AD suffered from the
impacts of the Mongols, starting with the state of Khwarazm and then the
Ismaili castles, where Nasir al-Din Tusi lived between them. After their
fall, Hulagu Khan, the Mongol leader 654AH/1256AD, emerged and
Tusi became one of his key advisers.

Al-Khawaja Nasir al-Din Tusi is considered a significant figure
associated with accusations of being involved in the fall of Baghdad. He
is suspected of inciting Hulagu Khan, the commander of the Mongol
armies, to invade Irag and overthrow the Abbasid Caliphate in
656AH/1258AD. The extent of Tusi's role in these events has been a
topic of controversy among Muslim historians. Some consider him
innocent of the incident, while others hold a more conservative view, and
some admit his major role in the attack on Baghdad by the Mongols and
the killing of the caliph Al-Musta'sim. Tusi had become close to Hulagu,
serving as his trusted adviser and even writing letters on Hulagu's behalf
to the kings of the Levant (Sham).

Keywords : Mongols; Tusi; The Sunni; The Shia; Baghdad; Hulagu; Al-
Khawaja Nasir-al-din; The Ismaili .
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