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Forgotten Excavations along the Suez Canal:
The Ptolemaic-Roman cemetery at Al-Qantara Sharq
(excavation seasons:1980 and 1985)
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Abstract:

The cemetery of the Ptolemaic-Roman period at al-Qantara
Sharq is an immensely significant archaeological discovery situated
at the eastern gate of Ancient Egypt, specifically in the
northwestern part of the Sinai Peninsula. It stretches from the
northern and northwestern part of Tell Abu Sayfi (located 2 km
southeast of Qantara East and 3.5 km east of the Suez Canal) to the
east bank of the Suez Canal. Al-Qantara cemetery served as the
necropolis for the Ptolemaic city of "Mesen™ and later the Roman
city of Silla. During excavation seasons in 1981 and 1985, the
cemetery unveiled a rich variety of burial practices and social
classes. Skeletons were found interred directly in the sand,
occasionally with their faces adorned by gilded gypsum masks.
Other burial methods included placing skeletons in the sand and
covering them with mud bricks and red bricks. Some skeletons
were discovered inside terracotta coffins, while others were
enclosed within sarcophagi crafted from monolithic limestone
slabs. These sarcophagi were then placed within vaulted tombs
constructed from white limestone.

Keywords: Qantara, Mesn, Abu Sayfi, Ptolemaic period, Roman
period, Sinai, necropolis.
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