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Abstract

In the light of the admiration of Western thought for the
Khaldunian text ever since the early nineteenth century, modern Arab
thought became acquainted with this text by the beginning of the
twentieth century. Ibn Khaldun thus became at the heart of the
preoccupations of contemporary Arab intellectuals whether for the
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contents of his thought or for his method of thought and expression, to

the extent that a large number of those scholars dealing with Ibn
Khaldun’s thought constituted a current of thought whose members
were known on the Arab scene as “the Khaldunians”.

The attention given to the Khaldunian text was related to the
appearance of Arab reformation movements as part of their efforts to
emancipate from the consequences of the ages of decline which
dictated investing in the treasure of Arab intellectual legacy. Within
this legacy, it seems that they found nothing better suited for their
revival and renewal project than Ibn Khaldun’s heritage, so that “the
Khaldunian text” became a conspicuous cultural phenomenon in Arab
thought and the object of conflict between two groups of scholars: one
that aims at pouring the Khaldunian text into modernist moulds and
another that intends to endow the text with the mantle of authenticity to
preserve its belonging to the civilization that had given birth to it.
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