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The Role of Documentary Cinema in Shaping the Immigrant's Image in International Public

Opinion: An Analytical Semiological Study of the Documentary Film ""The Bitter Journey of
Asylum™ on Al-Jazeera Satellite Channel
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Abstract:

This qualitative study aimed to reveal the role of documentary cinema in shaping the
image of the immigrant in international public opinion. By conducting a semiological analysis of
the documentary film "The Bitter Journey of Refuge" produced by the Qatari satellite channel Al-
Jazeera. This study relied on the semiological approach, where the film in question sheds light on
the dangers and difficulties that refugee youth suffer from in their crossing journey to European
countries on foot. The study concluded a number of results that express the image in which the
documentary film showed young immigrants, namely: The idea of immigration and asylum has
come to haunt the minds of young children and youth who have not even completed their studies

and at a very early age, as these young people risk their lives and flee from their oppressed and poor
countries towards European countries in search of security, work and good living conditions.

Keywords: Documentary cinema; the mental image; the immigrant; international public opinion;
semiology.
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