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Apocalypto: a portrayal of the existential conflict or an ideological vision
In American cinema?
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Abstract: The article deals with the “Apocalypto” ; a movie directed by Mel Gibson. A
framework of analysis and criticism is highlighted with special focus on the American cinema
portrayal of the last stages of the Mayan civilization, taking into consideration ideological view
drawn by the white man about the indigenous people of the American continent deemed as savage
persons who only believe in violence and brutality.

The film also tries to expose the cause of the disappearance of the Mayan civilization as a fact due
to the civil wars that were raging in the new continent between the native inhabitants or the
Amerindian. The movie tries to give a fictional account that places the drama ahead of the historical
verisimilitude. The filmmakers tend to convey implicitly that white man brought civilization to the
new continent and he was not the cause of the tragedy of the natives. We also discuss some of the
real historical backgrounds that led to the control of Europeans on the American continent, in a
view that makes the movie under the glance of criticism looking for the difference between the
American cinematic perception on the Native Americans and the genuine reasons that led to the the
demise of the Mayan civilization.

Keywords: American cinema, Mel Gibson, Native Americans, Mayan civilization, Apocalypto.
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