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The importance of Western sources in writing the modern history of Algeria (study
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to uncover the importance of Western historical sources in
writing the modern history of Algeria, which is of great importance. It provides an analytical
reading in its contents with a particular focus on historian’s motivation and approach to writing,
through handling the most important historical issues, since it covers the shortcomings that local
sources have known, especially with regard to the political and military aspects. In doing so, it
gave a different reading of the circumstances that created the historical facts, which, as
important as they were, were barely devoid of the tendencies and objectives that kept them away
from the objective required by historical research, creating tendencies by ethnic and ideological
differences whose objectives were formulated within the vision of colonial historical schools.

Accordingly, the researcher should deal carefully with the historical material that these
writings promote, and trying to determine the credibility of what they say, by subjecting them to
historical logic and linking them to contexts in which it is set out.

Key words: Western historical sources. Subjectivity. Objectivity. Modern history of Algeria.
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