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The Nasseri’s opinion about EI Emir Abdelkader’s resistance in his book “al Istiksa”
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Abstract : There is no doubt that “A Nasseri”was one of the prominent elite at the beginning of
the nineteenth century and that he was brought up within the guidelines of a traditional religious
culture besides his adherence to the “ Nasseri Tamakrouti Zawiya” which is a Sufi order that
was situated in Wadi Daraa. Since his childhood “ANasseri” had immersed himself in studies
and as most Muslim children, at that time, he started with the learning by heart of the “Koran”
on the hands of his teacher “Al Haj Muhammed Al Alawi a Sallawi” and thus he imbibed a
religious culture since a low age that enabled him to participate in intellectual and national tasks
that were of a great service to his country. Though he saw the Muslims as “One Umma” which
means one nation, this didn’t prevent him from showing his inclination to and sympathy with
“ the Moroccan Makhzen” and because, as it is said, the people generally follow their king’s
religion, no wonder that we find in his voluminous book “Al Istiksa” , in the ninth chapter a
denigration of “Al Emir Abdelkader’s resistance to the French and accusations of treason
against the Emir on the basis that the Emir attempted to overthrow the king and to take over the
kingdom and in this context, he accused the Emir of being a “Fattan” which means” «, he also
accused him of trying to instigate the eastern tribes of Morocco to rebel against the king thus
concluding that the Emir should be combated if ever a revolt should be avoided. “A Nasseri”
found in this an acceptable excuse to the king’s negative attitude towards the Emir‘s resistance
to the French army. This negative attitude that caused the loss not only of Algerian territories
but Moroccan territories as well.
Keywords:Al Emir, ANasseri, Al Istksa, Algeria, Morocco, French.
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