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The Evolution of Armaments Operations During the
Algerian liberation revolution in the Province of Tebessa
(1956-1958)

Nabil Djabri, Abdelouheb Chellali

Abstract:

The period (1956-1958) witnessed an increased activity
in arms smuggling across the Libyan-Tunisian border, and the
process of supplying weapons did not stop. The National
Liberation Army stablished passages to bring weapons from
collection centers. Thus, weapons became many, varied, and
more modern than before. Sources of weapons became
diversified according to the manufacturing countries, which
were mostly French, British, German, or Italian. Thein
creased amount of arms smuggling had a positive impact on
the arming of Algerian rebels inside, where supply of arms
and ammunition became an organized process.

Tebessa province contributed in supplying the Algerian
revolution with weapons and ammunition. The convoys of
arms were reached it from Tunisia through specific centers via
camels towards the safest areas. With the increased need of
arms, the leaders of the National Liberation Army in Tebessa
region tried to find sources of supply across the eastern
border, monitoring the distribution process of supplies and
funds and its areas for disbursement, doing an internal
transportation movement for regiments and teams, and
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organizing and restructuring the region again which led to the
availability of weapons and supplies in order to support the
National Liberation Army in Tebessa. The armament
operations were not easy, but faced many difficulties such as
the obstruction of armament convoys by the French army, the
lack of money, and the aerial surveillance to any suspicious
movement carried out by al-Mujahideen.
Keywords: Sources of weapon; armament; convoys; Tebessa;
Smuggling.
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