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On the sidelines of the Islamic and Mediterranean World
Tournament: The communities of the mountain and the
religious reform in the land of Islam
Meroufel Mokhtar

Abstract: In July 2014,the French magazine REMMM
devoted a special issue entitled "Societies of Mountains and
Religious Reform in the Land of Islam. The problem of this
issue is very clear, it wanted to address the issue of Islamic
religious reformism whose mountain represents an archetypal
model, known by its distant state institutions and those urban
elites, from which there is a profusion of scholarly culture and
fact significant. Traditional historical studies on the other
hand have highlighted the rebellion of the mountains, which
are home to religious and religious particularities, which have
survived on the margins of the official Islamic centers and
mark their opposition to power on the ground. In this space
that was the first human metaphors with all its ups and downs
of ritual myth and exoticism, La journal asked the following
question: how can we understand such an intrusion of
religious reformism in such a dry space and changing their
cultural and cognitive systems?

On this subject, we will focus on the reformism of the
Algerian religion, especially in the Kabylie Mountains and the
Aurés Mountains, our attempt. will be based on the
contributions of the magazine REMMM and on our synthesis
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and review of the magazine in question. We will focus
precisely on the duties of Fanny Colonna, who devoted his
life to studying the rural Algerian society and his heart to
beating the mountains of the Aures, and on the socio-
historical work of Kamel Chachoua on the relationship of
Kabyle society with Islam in colonial times.

Keywords: Mountain religion; the myth of the Berbers; Islam
of cities; Rural Islam; Religious Reform.
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