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Contribution of the functionalist current in the study of
the media and communication phenomenon
DJELOULI Mokhtar

Abstract: This article aims to highlight the contributions of
functional theory 1in the approach of media and
communication phenomenon by focusing on Durkheim's
contribution to this theory and its efforts in enriching it, and
the importance of using functional analysis of the media and
communication. Functionalism is one of the most prominent
modern theories that emerged in the western context of the
approach of human and social phenomena, making it the
theory of the century. This fact has helped to a large extent in
its spread and use as a modern scientific approach in many
researches and studies, especially in information and
communication research. Their contribution to the approach
of the media and communication phenomenon is a significant
contribution to the evidence that the various researches in this
field were carried out by the professionals, in which they tried
to explain the impact of the media and communication on the
public and research the functions performed by the media in
society. And the establishment of an empirical research
tradition based on the measurement of public behavior as well
as its contribution to the emergence of several modern media
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theories such as uses and innovations, theories of selective
influence, guard gate and prioritization ... etc.

This article is more detailed in this theory in terms of its
origins, hypotheses and concepts, with emphasis on the efforts
of social researcher Durkheim in enriching her heritage, with
an emphasis on the approach of functional theory of the media
and communicative phenomenon in both Charles Wright and
Melvin DeFleer.

Keywords: Approach; Functional Theory; Functional
Analysis; Media; Communication Phenomenon.
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