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Umayyad intelligence in Al-Madinah during the reign of
Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan

Abstract: This study try to highlight the Umayyad
intelligence during the reign of Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan,
which represents the third phase of the development of
Islamic intelligence, through its creation, foundations and
divisions, i.e: internal intelligence to keep an eye on state
governors and leaders, citizens news and economic
conditions. Foreign intelligence to fight the Byzatine
espionage. The study focuses on one of the most important
section of internal intelligence: the section of Al-Madinah,
which included a group of official agents, such as: governor
the responsible of communications and the spy of the Caliph,
and unofficial agents, such as: denouncement and conspiracy.
This section has undertaken several tasks among which
controlling the governors, the conditions of the citizens and
Bani Hashim’s family. The Umayyad intelligence in Al-
Madinah achieved several successes, such as the foil of the
attempts to overthrow the caliphate in Damascus.
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