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The role of the customs administration in the prosecution
of customs crimes
In the light of the Customs Code amended in 2017
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Summary:

The customs administration is a public institution responsible in particular for the
control of foreign trade operations. This role gives it a privileged position in the fight
against fraud and the finding of customs offenses.

In addition, the customs administration is empowered under the provisions of the
Customs Code to prosecute the persons responsible for the fraud. As a prosecutor, the
customs administration has the prerogatives to satisfy its requests at the judicial level.
Indeed, the Supreme Court has called it "extraordinary civil party".

Finally, this article aims to explain the reasons for this denomination by
comparing the position of the customs administration with the "ordinary" civil party on
one side. On the other, to distinguish between the role of the customs administration and

that of the public prosecutor in the prosecution of customs offenses.

Key words: Tax action, public action; customs administration; criminal courts, civil
party; customs crimes.
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