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Abstract

he Egyptian thinker Abdelwahab Elmessiri (1938-2008) has at-

tempted to found a new human modernity instead of the western
one. Language is a main issue in this project as it describes its com-
ponents and adjusts the concepts that form the units of his system
of thought, which depends mainly on critique of the western cogni-
tive paradigm and its historical linguistic turn as an important step
to deconstruct it. To attain this aim, He has deconstructed the prin-
ciple categories which study the relationship between signifier and
signified, leading to replace this paradigm by the islamic one which
depends on the transcendental signified. This paper is an attempt to
show Elmessiri’s critique of these categories and its dimensions.
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