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Translation of Blog Comments
Ali H. Fayadh, Professor of Applied & Contrastive Linguistics
ahfayadh@yahoo.com

Abstract

logs are being ignored by translators who are engaged most in issues relating to

terminology, literature and language than in the unending challenges of technology
and internet; the present writer is aware of no professional translation of blogs
and / or their comments, though there are confusing attempts to translate search engines
or websites.

This work suggests a practical working methodology of translating all sorts of
blogs and their translation: a randomly chosen blog and comments are translated and
shown next to the original texts, followed by a functional and structural analysis to be
determined by the translator and her/his affiliation.

It has highlighted the linguistic, intellectual, pedagogical and cultural value of
the translation of blogs and their comments, and ended up with a number of suggestions
that open wide the arena for research: creation of relevant Arabic lexicons(dictionaries);
resorting to (or qualifying of) professional editors to check produced translations; adding
it to curricula of translation schools; and so forth.
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asking as 2009 comes to a close. Just as § szl

many subprime borrowers were unable to
make their mortgage payments in 2007
and 2008, investors now fear certain na-
tions will be unable to pay their debts in
the year ahead.

Rising mortgage defaults and credit card
delinquencies put many banks on the brink
of bankruptcy in 2008, sending the global
economy into a tailspin. But sovereign
debt defaults are potentially even more
catastrophic as they can lead to geopo-
litical instability, societal unrest and even
war. And there will also be economic ram-
ifications for investors worldwide, putting
America’s (and the globe’s) fragile recov-
ery at great risk.

To varying degrees, Greece, Spain,
Ukraine, Austria, Latvia, Mexico are just
a handful of the nations viewed at risk of
defaulting.
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Meanwhile, Dubai only just avoided a
similar fate thanks to a $10 billion bailout
from their oil-rich neighbor Abu Dhabi.

So, who else out there could rattle our con-
stantly more interconnected world? Here’s
a look at where the trouble spots could be:

*Greece: Fitch Ratings last week joined
two other ratings agencies in express-
ing concern about the country’s health.
“Greece faces the risk of sinking under its
debt,” Prime Minister George Papandreou
said Monday in a speech where he pledged
to slash the nation’s budget deficit by over-
hauling the nation’s tax system and cutting
government spending.

*Ecuador, which defaulted in December
2008 when President Rafael Correa said
the nation wouldn’t make an interest pay-
ment of more than $30 million on a $510
million bond issue, carries a CCC+ rat-
ing at S&P. They define the debt issuers
in the CCC category as “[c]urrently vul-
nerable and dependent on favorable busi-
ness, financial and economic conditions to
meet financial commitments.” Translation:
Probably in for hard times.

*Argentina, Grenada, Lebanon, Paki-
stan and Bolivia are judged to be a little
better off, but they’re saddled with still
dubious B- ratings. The single-B classi-
fication at S&P means these nations are
“Im]ore vulnerable to adverse business,
financial and economic conditions but cur-
rently [have] the capacity to meet financial
commitments.” Translation: Not good, and
needs some things to go right, preferably
soon.
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*Mexico: This week, S&P cut some of
its ratings on America’s southern neigh-
bor, but said the outlook is stable. Why
the move? Because the agency believes
Mexico’s attempts to raise money through
sources other than oil revenue and to make
the economy more efficient “will likely be
insufficient to compensate for the weak-
ening of its fiscal profile.” Put it on your
watch list.

*Spain: Before you go thinking that prob-
lems can only emerge from closed regimes
or places economists have stuck with the
“developing” tag, think again. Earlier this
month, Spain’s outlook was dropped to
negative from stable by S&P, owing to
fears the nation “will experience a more
pronounced and persistent deterioration in
its public finances and a more prolonged
period of economic weakness versus its
peers.”

What Is Sovereign Debt?

Now that we’ve (hopefully) got your at-
tention, here are some definitions for those
unfamiliar with the subject:

“Sovereign debt” refers to the debt of na-
tions. Just as the U.S. issues Treasuries
backed by the “full faith and credit” of the
government, other nations sell bonds in
order to raise money to pay for programs
ranging from armies to public healthcare.
A “default” refers to a nation’s inability (or
refusal) to repay its debt. Whether a home-
owner sends “jingle mail” (home keys via
post) because a lost job makes mortgage
payments impossible or because a drop in
home values makes paying the mortgage
uneconomical, the effect on the bank is the
same: they lent money and now they’re not

getting itback.
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The same goes for investors who’ve pur-
chased sovereign debts. This is critical be-
cause nations’ debt is often viewed as safer
than corporate debt since countries have
the ability to raise taxes and increase tariffs
in order to raise money to pay their debts.
But “safer” is not the same as “safe” and
certainly not guaranteed. There are risks in
owning nations’ or sovereign debt, as with
any stock. Defaults by Argentina in 2002
and Russia in 1998 are just recent exam-
ples in the long history of sovereign debt
defaults going back to the Spanish empire
in the 1600s.

In a new book “This Time Is Different”,
economic professors Ken Rogoft of Har-
vard and Carmen Reinhart of Maryland,
detail the history of sovereign debt de-
faults, noting common traits, including:
High Debt-to-GNP Ratio

Since 1970, nearly half of sovereign de-
faults have occurred in nations debt-to-
GNP (gross national product) ratios of 60%
or more. This makes sense: As a country’s
debts start to approach the size of its total
economy (or GNP), it gets harder to make
the payments, just like a individual whose
debts start to eat up all (or most) of their
salary.

Countries like the U.S. and U.K. have
triple-A ratings, meaning they are consid-
ered the strongest in terms of the ability to
repay their debt. (The ratings from top to
bottom are based on the alphabet, AAA be-
ing the best to CCC meaning the financial
world doubts your ability to pay the money
back.) However, some experts worry about
those pristine ratings being in jeopardy as
Anglo-Saxon nations continue to accumu-
late massive amounts of debt to pay for

spending, and to take on the recession.
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A World of Risk

Few investors seriously worry about an
imminent default by the U.S. or the U.K.
But with worries about Dubai’s ability to
pay its debts shaking markets across the
globe in recent weeks, investors are on
guard about which other countries might
be in dire financial straights.

Ratings agency Moody’s, for example,
said Tuesday that the upcoming year could
be a rough one for government debt, is-
suing a report depressingly titled “Fas-
ten Your Seat Belts: Tumultuous Times
Ahead.”

Anyone with access to the business pag-
es knows individuals, banks, companies
and governments everywhere have a seri-
ous problem -- just how bad it is and how
long it will last is still being sorted out. Un-
fortunately, we probably still have a way to
go before brighter days return.
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william - Wednesday December 16, (1)
2009 08:39AM EST

blah, blah, blah... we’ve beend through
this before... so what?? it’s not the end
of the world.... the train will keep on
rolling forward and upwards.. chooo
ch000000000000000
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Yahoo! Finance User - Wednesday De-
cember 16, 2009 08:42AM EST

When the US borrows so much, creditors
will hesitate to lend money anymore. That
is going to drive the treasury rates higher
and higher. Like a shark loan. Then we will
see the cost of these bailouts.
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The democratic government has the incen-
tive to increase GDP at all costs. Nowa-
days it is costing more then $6 to increase
GDP merely $1. This is going to get worse.
The recession is NOT over. The economy
is running on borrowed money. When
the bill comes due, the crash will be the
worst in history of mankind! http://www.
tradingstocks.net/html/prepare for mar-
ket crash.html
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net/html/prepare for market crash.html

Rey - Wednesday December 16, 2009
09:10AM EST

Plenty more foreclosures // bankrupcy
therefore more credit card delinquencies
// Only 500,000 jobs lost //””” better than
expected???”””” give me a break // this
country is going down hill fast and the
people in wall street have blinders on //
eventually this market is going to explode
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Art - Wednesday December 16, 2009
09:10AM EST

In case anybody has not noticed, we are
going to be living in the future. Also, we
actually had a federal surplus along with
very low unemployment during the Re-
publican controlled congress under Clin-
ton. It is possible to balance the budget and
even pay down the federal deficit. Reagan
had to deal with a democratically con-
trolled congress doing everything it could
to make him look bad. The Reagan bud-
gets attempted to balance the budget but
were declared to be “dead on arrival” by
the Democrats in congress. Then they (the
Democrats) added pork spending to insure
that there would be a deficit. The Reagan
tax cuts brought the economy back from
stagnation and inflation, not the Federal
Government. There is no excuse for Bush.

4)
dudrad!) @ Loyd iasiw Lo @dlasl o J @
A o st oils alsll Ll O L
e Groseed! Slaw I lus Ladsie Ul
Al L5130 oSl o 950 e & ks
e 08y Jhuall small Gliztun oy ads G>9
Ogabolyaasall dule Jlaug (0,3358 ae daladll iy,
laie sl et S ee Osllns 153 ol
calel L) 2all) Wslsa olisy clalpe sl
U5 n “ariisSl) Wpumg i s’ o3 Ll
(Osubolyaasdl) Tgald @3 . la Ogudolyaesdl
“(Pork Spending) adlsl clégme” 48lsl
G bhall alegas o zadl sl Glesa]
calel w8 adlugall 2a oSl iy (ol e L3
e st pet) il 3551 e sLas

Jasl




20148 jeaga.nilillaa el

eleannll

He had plenty of chances to do the right
thing and failed. Thanks a lot Bush. By
the way, Obama is a triple continuation of
Bush.

oo Laligl alilly s Mg S0 Lisd 40
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LegalizeMe - Wednesday December 16,
2009 09:11AM EST

This just in, Bernanke won Times 2009
Man of the Year. Obama gets the Nobel
Peace Prize and Bernanke is man of the
year. It’s official, we’re in hell.

(3)
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John - Wednesday December 16, 2009
09:20AM EST

I am the Night Rider, when you look to
the night sky, think of me for I am the
Night Rider. Mad Max world of the bar-
ren wasteland baby. Rollerball--no govern-
ments, just CORPORATIONS. Jonathen,
Johnathen, Johnathen baby. The Elites will
be living in their Bunkers undergrounds,
where this Incestrial group belongs since
they are hell bent to keep the world messed
up and in a state or perputual war. Real

(6)
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Men will die like real men and not cowar ek )Lew
to a Bunker like Hitler. This is SPARTA!!
Leo - Wednesday December 16, 2009 (7)

09:29AM EST

The Fed and Congressional pledge of alle-
giance: “I pledge allegiance to the tay-pay-
er funding of the United Banks of Amer-
ica, and to the corruption for which they

Og2 90 gl slually ccslpall adls Jlgal (0

stand; Obamanation, under the The Mob, “asezll £lexY!
with tyranny and social justice for all.”
USADOOMED - Wednesday December (8)

16,2009 10:24AM EST

compare to these countries, U.S.A’s rating
should not be better than BBB. The overall
debt ratio of U.S.A. is more than double of
the GDP.
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John S - Wednesday December 16, 2009
10:45AM EST

Yes, keep an eye on Greece and eastern
Europe. Iceland was the weakest link, then
Dubai, who is next?
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WalkAway - Wednesday December 16,
2009 12:16PM EST

AAA rating should go to the buyer (China)
and not the chump (USA) that keeps sell-
ing........ to raise money.....to pay debts.....
to hand out ....for reasons....all far less im-
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portant than our future. Get this wanna-be Aule Bassg ol L
off and keep him off.

JW - Wednesday December 16, 2009 (11)
04:23PM EST o
We are Nation of crooks. onflame 2l L
the cuban - Wednesday December 16, (12)

2009 04:26PM EST

im going back to cuba on a raft the other
way......hope the us coast guard doesnt
stop me and bring me back.
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HeatherP - Wednesday December 16,
2009 04:27PM EST

Btw, Dubai is not a nation--it’s a a city.
Something that continues to be overlooked
in all this media coverage.
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when nations like spain are owing what is Cas, 591
the fate of africa nations? PS

chewy - Wednesday December 16, 2009 (15)

05:40PM EST

stock your ammo,clean your guns and
store plenty of water,its gonna be hell on
wheels the next few years!!!!
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dissapointed - Wednesday December 16, (16)
2009 05:40PM EST s o) daceinluog e el Gls ! 1]
This is why I own a gun. I’ll take mine if Rt
I have to. '

jag72 - Wednesday December 16, 2009 (17)

05:41PM EST

I was in Dubai in 1975. Obviously nothing
like it is today. I have a real hard time feel-
ing sorry for them when they brought this
on through greed. What they have done
there is ridiculous. It was not necessary
to go that far. Sure, impoving over what
it was like when I was there makes sense.
The way it looks today - uncalled for.
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MAD 1 - Wednesday December 16, 2009
05:42PM EST

LISTEN..... d man them with all d mon-
ey.... needs 2 try n do sumting about it
STOP HIDING YOUR BILLIONS AND
HELP........ WAT R U GUYS WAITING
D money is here a jus RICH people
need 2 stop and assist......
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Nora Bold & Beautiful - Wednesday De-
cember 16, 2009 06:01PM EST

It’s quite ironic; the persons who handle
our money are called Brokers so what do
we expect.

(19)

BA - Wednesday December 16, 2009
06:09PM EST

Dubai is off limits. You can’t put a price on
great art, and that nation is a work of art.

(20)
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Jefferson - Wednesday December 16, (21)
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Mine the asteroid belt now!!! S8 pBll o2 O >
Da Kahuna! - Wednesday December 16, (22)

2009 06:46PM EST
I see a World Currency in the future!
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Bryan - Wednesday December 16, 2009
06:46PM EST

Anybody want to give me loan so i can
start up my own country?

(23)
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Calvin A - Wednesday December 16,
2009 07:39PM EST

Its not the fall that worries me , its that sud-
den stop.

(24)
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07:55PM EST

Since China essentially owns the USA by
having purchased so much of the fed debt,
what happens if China sneezes really hard
and does not continue to purchases those
treasuries? Does the USA file for bank-
ruptcy protection?.
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Yahoo! Finance User - Wednesday De-
cember 16, 2009 08:10PM EST

It is not the Sovereign Debt of for instanse
Greece that should worry. Greeces budget
deficit is around 10,5%, but Greece con-
tributes to only 0,5 % of the worlds econ-
omy. USAs budget deficit is around 10%
and Great Britains budget deficit is around
13% and they are close to a quater of the
worlds economy (24%).
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King - Wednesday December 16, 2009
08:28PM EST

Obama is going to grease us up real good.
Im tired of these crooks just kicking the
can down the road, delaying the doom.
Problems will get worse. LETS FACE
THE MUSIC with all this financial crap &
rebuild. Im sick of MADE IN CHINA. We
dont build much anymore, they own us.
WE OWE they OWN.
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coppiper79 - Wednesday December 16,
2009 09:46PM EST

I am so bored of this conga line of red sea
pedestrians.oh, they are geniuses lol. They
are all Shylocks. wake up sheeple.

(28)
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POPE - Wednesday December 16, 2009
10:32PM EST

you say sheeple but even sheep sheep are
smart enough not to follow this bullshit
they are feeding us .

(29)
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moxiespal - Thursday December 17,
2009 01:07AM EST

If countries were stocks, which one(s)
would you invest in? The future of the
USA is still the only hope the world has.
And who says that we have to repay the
Chinese. Just say no, what they going to
do?.

(30)
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Dom - Thursday December 17, 2009
01:47AM EST

Are you kidding me? This article is a joke
right? “Countries like the U.S. and U.K.
have triple-A ratings, meaning they are
considered the strongest in terms of the
ability to repay their debt.” This writer is
a complete fool. The United States is the
largest debtor nation. If China came to-
morrow to claim it’s owed money the U.S.
would default and crash. The U.S. lost it’s
ability to pay it’s debts after the absolve
of Brettonwoods under Nixon. The U.S.
eliminated the Gold Standard because
there was no longer enough gold in Fort
Knox to correlate with the dollar. I can’t
believe this article even dares to under-
mine the huge problem the U.S. is in due
to it’s high imports and decreasing exports,
the dwindling of jobs, and outsourcing of
labor- all factors that are exponentiation
the debt. I’'m in such disbelief this article
can actually get published.
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Wildcat - Thursday December 17, 2009
03:13AM EST

THERE ARE SO MANY FOOOLISH
SHEEDP, or Just stupid people posting here.
Is this the Retard Room? O Man such an-
ger and hate...Get a job....all you trailer
park trash! Totally clueless people.

(32)
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peter ngwa - Thursday December 17,
2009 04:31AM EST

Obama is doing a great job.Us economy
is becoming tropical. the doctors need to
creat new drugs for this MALARIA
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ifly2gethi - Thursday December 17, 2009
08:21AM EST

“Neither a borrower, nor a lender be; For
loan oft loses both itself and friend.” Sound
familiar? Sure it does. Polonius, “Hamlet,”
William Shakespeare. But true to form.
humans are 20 years myopic and 20 years
amnesic - therefore, we never know where
we’re going because we can’t remember
where we’ve been. People - those amaz-
ing animals that serve to prove that the two
most-common elements in the universe
remain hydrogen and stupidity. Bless the
teachers of the planet, for they have the

(34)
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most noble and unmitigated of all tasks: at- REN PN
tempting to turn poop-flinging tree-dwell-

ers into monkeys with car keys.
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09:29AM EST

I don’t feel bad for countries that throw
away 100’s of millions of dollars on build-
ing “islands” and then go into debt.
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