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Abstract:
The old Arabic poetry has acquired, from the pre-Islamic period until the Abbasid

periode, special features; one particular feature has caught the attention of researchers in old
literatures, which is the great care and significance given to the prelude of those poems which
in turn puzzled the creativity of poets as well as the critics.

Therefore, there is a rich account of critical debate about the aesthetics of preludes in the old
poetry which was considered by old critics as a display of a magnificent poetic competence.
On that basis, this research paper aims at digging deeper in and recalling the criticism history
and its firm views on this feature of the old Arabic poetry

Keywords: Arabic poetry- the prelude- poem opening-old Arabic poetry-literary criticism
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