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Abstract

Man, is a product of his environment and environment creates literary figures. Today,
the whole world has turned global. Hence, the whole universe is an environment for
every literary figure. To establish this assertion, in the context of Nigerian Arabic
literary discourse, this paper studied the influence of globalization and politics on
Nigerian Arabic Poetry. Selected poets in Nigeria were studied. The data used were
randomly selected poems of which thematic preoccupation is on politics. The study
discovered that the globalization, through its various means, has impacted positively on
the poets. It made them view the second “fall” of Baghdad, the September 11" event in
America, the Rwandan genocide and other world political events. This paper has given
account of the height Arabic poetry has attained in the country
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1 Introduction

Globalization, according to the project of Levin Institute (2014), is a process of
interaction and integration among the people, companies, and governments of
different nations; a process driven by international trade and investment and
aided by information technology. This process has effects on the environment, on
culture, on political systems, on economic development and prosperity, and on
human physical well-being in societies around the world. This phenomenon has
today turned the world to a global village and by extension the whole world is
expected to be the environment of the poet and prose writer. This paper aims at
evaluating the extent to which globalization, through the aid of information
technology, has influenced the thought and the composition of Nigerian poets.
Due to the limited scope of the paper, the theme of politics was chosen as the
area of study.

Views of Nigeria Arabic Poets on Globalization

Some of the Nigerian Arabic poets believe that globalization is a deceit, an
attempt by the West, which they presumed are in the vanguard of globalization,
to syphon the resources of the developing countries and continue to colonize
them. Hence they believe globalization has no clear definition and scope. The
leading poet, who upholds these notions, is Isa Alabi Abubakar (2008: 83) who
responded, when he was asked to give his opinion on globalization, thus:

Sl xall (e e Lo Aalpally allall gl a8
Al By, elglea i)l Laalad agd o s L)
Shagio g g e o laaas 3 o el i
da 2SS Ll o [PV SR [N KV g |
SONEDLIP R A FP S o) sell ey
aaliie (g5 pdi Lgl Lo 3l Ayl ALl
dainall 85y Y1 LS al il By 2 a

The world has been deceived with globalization
Did it have any features or parameters?

Indeed, we misunderstood its essence
(Because) its ways are very narrow and dark
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A nomenclature that is difficult to define

Otherwise, where are the concise expressions about it

The Lords of this Universe had forcefully turned

Our world into a global village

They control it in accordance with the whims and caprices of The White

At its expense, its people are seen in enjoyment

The prevailing policies of Globalization

There is no benefit in them except the misfortune

The similitude of whoever got deceived by its superficial

Is like someone searching for a needle in the dark®
Another poet, according to Agbaje (2013: 8), who supported this view, added
that globalization is the second manipulation, probably after colonization, by the
West to cheat the developing nation. He believes globalization is as a word of
truth in the surface that has falsehood embedded in it, and some nations had
fallen into its trap. He wonders for how long the developing nations will continue
to be deceived.

ey all Lo bly s o da g de € By an
aalhesa de Lgagb Ay ldy oo LA e tadl
aal e Ly oSl cual by<i e caeldy dulys
T e L liyle 1 b ael il Leulw sy
Ao Lol g3 Hl ey Wl oy (A sl
D U B SPCRCIIY Jhly Lk 55 o0 1523
Al bell (22 by Do b el Hon s QY)
Al 5k Cnails Lo lic el sl e 2L

Uthman Idrees Al-Kankawi is another poet who toed this line of opinion. In his
poem entitled “Globalization of Terrorism” he submitted that globalization that
the West is using the print and electronic media, and other resources at their
disposal to establish and spread, is a globalization of terrorism. He believes they
are merely using their might, force, scientific knowledge and manipulative
strategies to fight, suppress, and loot the resources of the developing and Islamic
nations. He also believes that it is purely an attempt by the West and the Zionist

! All the translations of the poems in this paper are done by the two Authors
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to superimpose their cultures on other cultures and as such get rid of other
cultures. To buttress these assertions, he gives example of Iran/ Iraq war, which
he believes was ignited by the West, and subsequent invation of Iragq by Allied
forces led by America that culminated in the capture of Saddam Hussain, the
erstwhile ruler of Irag. He also cites the example of the symbolical labeling of
those who are striving genuinely to the course of Allah (Jihad), in one way or the
other, as terrorist. Likewise, the freezing of accounts of those sponsoring or
funding teaching of Arabic and Islamic Studies, and building of mosques and
Arabic Schools across the world. Hence, he concludes that the sole aim of
globalization is an attempt, through manipulation, to “americanize” the world. He
then rhetorically asks if this is how the Muslim nations will continue to languish
in suppression and humiliation. He finally assures them that eventually they shall
be victorious.
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From all indication, this poet is of the opinion that globalization is an attempt by
the West and the Zionist to suppress and deprive the developing nations their
resources in order to service their people and above all to get rid of Islam and the
Muslims. This thought was explicitly amplified by another poet, Muhammad
Jamiu Asalejo, in his poem entitled “Globalization and its negativities on the
Muslim Nation. “In the poem, he notes that turning the world into a global
village is not a problem, but the possibility of copying the culture of nakedness
that is alien to Africa and forbidden by Islam. To this end, he asks that “even if
globalization is benefiting us economically, are we successful with its other
elements?” By other elements here he means western culture. At the end of the
poem, he posits that Islam is a universal religion which has Qur’an and its own
culture. (Agbaje, 2013, 8-9)
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Obviously, it is religious prejudice that informed the opinions of most of the
poets mentioned above and that makes them not fully acknowledge the positive
aspect of globalization. But there are other poets who appeared to be objective in
their own perception of globalization. One of them is Ridwan Ibrahim Olagunju,
who in his forty lines of the poem entitled “optimism about Globalization” he
expressed how he marvels at the possibilities and opportunities that globalization
provides. (Agbaje, 2013, 10-11). He says:

Lalgall g2 a4l gl agd 8y Y QA

| was marveled about globalization

Its full forces puzzled me

There is no way his comprehension would not be fascinated
To he whose guidance of globalization appears in his vision,
(Because) it has no soul and no body

Upon that, it provides us with great goodies

He stated the reasons why he is so astonished about it when he says:

Aanjye (e el e Gaay il ad L b gl LaS
aa Lyl ol sl ey haly LSt 4

It brings events to people as fast as possible

Indeed, it is to us an inspiration
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As | saw in it a mercy for a researcher,

Who conducts research in different fields

In the apartment, he leaves alone,

He encompasses the cosmos and the systems

He explained that the secret behind the wonder works of globalization is the air
which he believes comes from Allah (God). He then replied the likes of Yusuf al-
Qardawi and Isa Alabi who believe globalization is evil and has no benefit and
that it was a plot by the Whites or the West to further colonize the developing
nations or oppressed the Muslims. He subscribes that the reality is far from what
they thought. Globalization, according to him, makes information easy and
readily available to people at no cost and that information is the source of
development and civilization. He then puts up a defense in favor of the Whites
thus:

The White has perfected it (Globalization) in order to be beneficial to the world

AarSa oyt G Iy pnla
LaxaalllsdiS 38 oS eosll B
dan LYK ol Ly ailly
doyme LS il a
Ljae LA b1 i)y
e lus pgun iy 5 il 5]

o il Ganll LgaSal
Ly eyl Jlay aay
i) gy Gy gl L
Ipanil Loy Gl V5l
Lo glia gray o
Lacl e da 0Ly

And, as a result, they garner respect for themselves
The whites are the people who have reached the peak

In the awareness, for in many ways they have succeeded in uncovered the hidden
They are men who fasten our sluggishness

And fed us with civilization like food

And by so doing the Lord of the Universe honor them

Their minds are extremely sound and full of insights

With what God has endowed them with, they made life easy

And as such, we are living a luxury life

What indeed a great nation they are
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They deserved to be honored in this live.
They would have entered the highest paradise
If they have faith and their minds submit totally to the will of Allah

Despite the religious biasness shown by this poet, as evidence in his last
submission, he was objective in his view on globalization. He believes that the
western word, with their invention and provision of tools of globalization, have
cut niche for themselves and have really served humanity, because they make
things easy and confortable for all and sundry.

Description of the Instruments of Globalization in Nigeria Arabic Poetry
Regardless of the divergent opinions on the essence of Globalization on the part
of Nigerian Arabic poets, most of them were marveled at the instruments and the
tools of globalization, and they expressed it in their poems. The information
Technology and Automobile were the elements of these instruments that caught
the attention of these poets. Specifically, Internet, Computer, Handset, Plane,
Sport/Football among other things were objects of their descriptions. For
example Isa Alabi Abubakar(2009, p21 ), Mustaphah Olawumi (2008, p6)
Uthman Idrees Al-Kankawi and Muhammadul Jamiu Asalejo as contained in
Agbaje ( 2013) were all full of wonders of the technology of Mobile Phone.
They, with beautiful words, describe its ability to connect the world, to bring
closer what is far, to store messages, files, datas, pictures, songs and videos, and
transfer them to other devices, as well as using it as radio, television and
browsing the internet among other things. They state that it saves cost, energy
and prevents risks. Because, instead of travelling far, one can easily conduct his
or her affairs on phone. Some of the negative aspects of it were also mentioned,
such as causing certain diseases and exposure to immoral affairs, as containing in
Al-kankawi’s poem (Agbaje, 2013, p13), This may probably be the reason while
Isa Alabi Abubakar concluded his own poem thus:

Gl il (pa oslaiald pie il (d)_u.d\) P W
Indeed. By God, acquisition of Mobile Phone is a treasure
But guide it against any act of immoral and malignant
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Meanwhile, as Muslims, some of the poets believe that hearing a voice from a
mobile phone was not new after all. They recalled, according to the teachings of
their religion, that prophet Sulaiman (Solomon) had a voice discussion from Ant
and that it is the part of the signs of the End of Time that an animal will speak in
admonition to Man. Among the upholders of this notions are Alkankawi (Agbaje,
2013 :21-22) who says:

da Lespal < Jual SN 8 A e gl b g ¥
A aa “;\.\X_M_JJL)A U;.:.Ad}sl\ QLJAJ.JU_\);AA.‘

Do not assume that this manufactured (Mobile Phone)
Has no basis in the Qur’an, because everyone has what he believes

Indeed a voice waves had occurred miraculously
Between Naml (Ant) and a prophet ( Sulaiman) after which there was
gratification

And Muhammadul JamiuAsalejo (Agbaje, 2013, p22) who also says:

KA e el Ale 5 g B ae Jls— 8V 5, S Lg Ldg
e 8 Ol L) — g5 aanlly AN TP § PR B
M‘ YJ }g—“\.} (M\}A_i‘) LAB 'é}f:‘ A en 2 g._u‘) q‘ A_ﬁ_.\

Before it (Mobile Phone) there was a most honorable word miraculously
From the Naml to Sulaiman in the Qur’an

Surely, by God, there is in it an admonition

By the End Time, people are indeed in a lost

Hence, Mobile Phone is not a child play or game

It is, indeed, a sign of the day of resurrection

It appears the two poets misunderstood the verse of the Holy Qur’an which says:

“And when the Word (of torment) is fulfilled against them, We shall bring
out from the earth a beast to them, which will speak to them because
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Prophet Muhammad” ( Q27 v 82)?

They confuse the word Daabbah (beast) in this verse to be Mobile Phone,
whereas the beast referring to here is an Animal, which is not a Mobile Phone,
and the beast, according to the verse, shall be brought from the earth and will talk
directly on its own to man. The Mobile Phone was manufactured from the
factory, and it is just an instrument conveying whatever people say into it. Hence

this interpretation was erroneous.

The poem that is rather comprehensive in appraising these instruments of
globalization is that of Musa Yusuf Al-Fullani entitled “The Western People has

a Motive." He says (Agbaje, 2013,17 ):
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2 Translated by World of Islam: www.worldofislam.info/quran/Qurannn/pv/027.htm visited on

18/12/2021
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Meaning:

May God reward the Technologists with goodies?
Which no one can reward them accept He

With appropriate and highest reward

On the great job, they have done as we see it
Obviously, they try with their manufactures

The Almighty, who guide them to it, is great

From their instruments, we derived a lot of benefits
They help people to achieve their desires

The printing devices is one of their gifts

Which God has endowed with those He choses

Did you aware motor cars are part of it

With them, we travelled to wherever we want
Electricity is part of their products

Likewise, the internet for those who know how to use it
Planes are another one

It is Allah Who holds it in the air

Rocket is part of these astonishing Technologies
Likewise, the Hand-set whose epoch overwhelmed us
Also Microscope, Radio- My friend-

And Television which benefits us

Air conditioner is a great job

Fan also has its own honor in its own class

The computer has a many benefit

It plays an outstanding role to whoever owns it
Telescope is one of the outstanding discoveries
Likewise, the Microscope

It was through technology that the West

Developed what it was endowed with

They are ahead of others in honor and prestige
And others are behind them in potentiality

He then stated that with all these technologies and devices, the aim of the West

was to destroy the developing nations. And to cause brain drain among them,
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waste their time, and sells to them what he considered to be a deadly cassette. He
then warned his people to be careful of using these devices because they will
account for whatever they use their organs for in the day of judgment.
International Politics in Nigerian Arabic Poetry
The reservation on the part of some of the Nigerian Arabic poets toward
the instruments of globalization notwithstanding, they are all influenced and
really benefited from them, through the Internet, Satellite Stations, Radio
Stations, printed media. With different devices, they are able to monitor and
witness happenings and events across the globe. They are also able to contact
their colleagues and participate in conferences, seminar, workshops, training and
other programs, and occasion with and without leaving their countries and
abodes. These afford them the opportunity to express their views on numerous
events and occasions. With regards to politics, they are able to commend and
condemn certain leaders, as well as their policies. They comment on and describe
wars, battles and make their view known on issues bothering on Terrorism,
genocide ethnic cleansing, invasions, annexation, peace broking and others. In
other to measure the extent of the influence of globalization on these poets and
their poems we would like to break our discussion into the following:
a. World Political Leaders in Nigerian Arabic Poetry
Without leaving the shore of the country, Nigeria, Arabic poets,
through the help of information technology, monitored the activities of
world political leaders and their policies and politic, which arose their
emotion and prompted them to compose poems in their praises to
eulogize or elegize them or to satire, advice or compare them with
other leaders in the history of mankind or their contemporaries.
0] Eulogy
Among the leaders who impressed these poets and earned their eulogy
are Nelson Mandela of South Africa, Muammar Gadhafi of Libya and
Barack Obama of USA.
Example of Nelson Mandela’s eulogy would be drawn from Abdul
Rahman Abdul Azeez Az-Zakawi’s poem entitled: “Who will show
me the like of Mandela of Africa. He composed the poem, according to
(Agbaje, 2013), when the then American President, George Walker
Bush, signed the bill for removal of Nelson Mandela and his African
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National Congress party from the US terror watch list during
Mandela’s 90th birthday. Ronald Reagan had originally placed the
ANC and its leader on the list. He says:

M mie Al s A Gl Ve e lad e
S g A i 53A Ll Yo e a5 o
hall o psiall falaaall (50 LY (ISl (Al
PN PN E IR PYCHINE [ PP U S| v SR R
S Lus (et wall syls aa N N ET A ) )
Ml DA piy L a8 e Lad dall s da)lld
Yaie Acadl yaall gae o s s @l Gy Wl

Ve el ) L8 A il a4 ad) aa e
adi o Ll (g)—Sdayy o s @i Cudiall dmy e Al la

Yaie el codall 4l ol < L in b 0 0wl ay
Vil QU o 135 LS Ja Vo e e b Juad Lo ol
Yol o Gl L8 By lay L s Yaie cp s ol 8

e Lyl sl S Lesla JL Sl o s L
J ey ey L i, Ll gl _aga g

Meaning;

Follow the footstep, O! Our leaders, of Nelson Mandela
That was the man who relinquishes power honorably
Who can show me the like of Mandela of Africa?

In boldness, sacrifice and dedication

He is selfless person, model, activist and self-reliant
When you see him, you saw a tree in the forest

And when you meet him you met a rear gem

He is the leader of African men (warriors) who
Fought the Colonials with bravery

The best man among us is he who

Spent his tenure to benefit mankind as best as possible
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South Africa will never, never forget

The selfless Mandela

He called for the liberation and was persecuted,
And jailed for a long time,

Twenty-Seven years in the enemy’s prison
Indeed prison is a cruel place!

He gained freedom after growing gray air

His memory will continue indelibly

He is the one who restored to South Africa

Its good name like his name Mandela

We shall continue to repeat his legacies

The way we recite the revealed book (Qur’an).
Nelson Mandela has now become a text for the read
For the life, the text can never be changed

| did not say he is perfect.

Indeed perfection belongs to God

Though he is a cable father, mentor and model
But it appears to me to be a great politician.

Without any iota of doubt, the poets were really impressed with the personality
and pedigree of Nelson Mandela and without ever stepping into South Africa; he
was able to follow the activities of this world state man and political icon as if
they leave in the same village.

Muammar Gadhafi is another international political personality who constitutes a
theme for Nigerian Arabic poems. Perhaps because of his philanthropic stride of
establishment of schools and institutions of learning, where a lot of Arabic and
Islamic students from Nigeria had benefited, and partly because of his support for
organizing and sponsoring of conferences, seminar and workshops which a lot of
Nigerian scholars had attended in and outside Libya. Among the poets who are
found of Gadhafi is Abdul Azeez Salman. He attended one of the institutions he
established at AbomyCalafy in the Republic of Benin.He has many poems on
Gadhafi among which is the one he composed in the year 2009 to congratulate
him during the fortieth anniversary of his revolution. He commended him on his
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struggle to unite Africa and on his strive to establish institutions that are meant to
educate African students. The poem is of 36 line entitled “Benghazi is grateful to
God” (Agbaje,2013, p37 ). AbdulwahabZubay Al-Gamawi also has another
poem he composed and presented at the third General Conference of the Islamic
Call, which was held in Tripoli in 1986.He composed it to encourage Gadhafi on
his revolution and prayed that victory shall be his, by the grace of Allah. He
further emphasized that the American President, Ronald Reagan and his Allied
forces that were against him then, shall be destroyed and that Gadhafi’s
revolution shall be successful. (Ibraheem, 2011).

Barack Obama, the incumbent president of United States of America, is another
leader who aroused the feelings of Nigerian Arabic poet. His being the first
African American whose father is from Africa appears to be the main factor that
stimulated the interest of those poets to compose poems in congratulating him
when he became the president, His ascension of America White House came to
them as a surprise to the extent that he appears to be the only leader from the
West who enjoyed this privilege from Nigeria Arabic Poets. Azakawi’s poem of
about 100 lines will suffice for us in this regards due to its comprehensiveness.
At the opening of the poem, the emotion is too hot and overwhelming. He says in
Ibrahhem (2011, 102):

Ll G elie gl jlad ** Lalyial) cuie 3 ¢ Loayl) &l
Lahall ad Leadlaal 13 ** 13L& Sy af ol ]
L) agd agad 5l *% Loy L chax 8350 Jsdla

The White house is yours! Surely you have attained the honor
Indeed the throne has become yours O Obama

The lead of America has been surrendered to you totally,
Therefore, for it betterment you have to buckle your belt

For the first time, they voluntarily put you forward

As their first Black Leader.

He then enjoined Obama to stand for the truth and eschew any form of revenge.
Because his election has permanently eradicated racism in America and the
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world at large. He believes a white nation, like America that can entrust the
mantle of its leadership to an Afro-America whose father came from Africa, is a
great nation. He concluded that a nation like that is an Islamic nation by its deed.
Lelam) )3y (osed) adai Wy ** dd@all 5l 3 aiadl V)
Lol Lol 8y el ** 8 15 o lyaall dpesdll Ly

el Y (Sl 8Y) # sl e Vg api
L 1 dplay ** Gy ) 10 g all 13

He also advises him to consult well before taking a decision and take dialogue
and reconciliation as part of his policies and should not in any way encourage
war or be a warmonger as George William Bush. Likewise, economic
reformation should be part of his agenda and piety should be his food and water.

Ll () b eleall cong * % 5200 8 GlE (550 32

bl (5562 (e (Lisg) B Y5 ** Glsall padl Y g oLl )
A Llly elhs gl 1S % Ul A lad)) el

At the concluding part of the poem, he enjoins the Arabs and the Muslims in
general to come together and take clue from America political situation. Whereby
there was no fighting or any disturbance during the election, and as soon as John
McCain discovered he had been defeated by Obama he congratulated him. In the
same vain, George W. Bush, who was the incumbent president then and in the
opposite party to Obama, did not manipulate the election and did not refuse to
hand over to him.

Lol Wa sy sailgymnd ** Gl 8l o 8 3,5 LY
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(i)  Satire

Two International leaders are prominent in the satirical Arabic poems of Nigeria
origin. One of them is Sadam Husain of Irag and George W. Bush of the USA
this is due, according to the poets, to their love for war and oppression. Sadam
Husain was hotly satirized, when he invaded Kuwait in 1990.The Invasion of
Kuwait, also known as the Irag—Kuwait War, was a major conflict between the
Ba'athist Irag and the State of Kuwait. It resulted in the seven-month long Iraqi
occupation of Kuwait, and subsequently led to direct military intervention by
American-led forces in the Gulf War, and the torching of 600 Kuwaiti oil wells.
Isa Alabi Abubakar (2005) was at the forefront of the poets, who rebuked and
condemned this action. In the poem of 49 lines entitled “enough is enough” he
says:

Bl A ball =3 ** L jere pin
DU el A age A oy el L
oLl e sati Ja plha ** Leadle didu Ghadl )
DY) A Das elasd ** dli oty Sy Lallls a3
Bl @AY o aht g cdl ala by dged
bl gl 13 L ** 30l e laie) b leasa by
Condemn, in strong term, the evil of a titanic destroyer
Who Slaughters (innocent) people with a butcher knife
Why is Iraq been governed by its destroyer?
Who exposes its warmest sons to the flames of fire
Iraq is a boat, and its sailor is Saddam
Will it survive the tide?
His people have been protesting his reckless policies
Silently, for the fear of his persecution
I call on you, O Saddam, you are arrogant
You are overstepping the boundary of ethics with impunity
O you who is creative in a relentless assault
There is no creativity in stubbornness
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After this condemnation and warning Saddam was eventually captured, and his
Iraq was invaded by Allied Forces led by America. The poet, Isa AlabiAbubakar,
witnessed this life in the corner of his room with the help of the instrument of
globalization. He then said to Saddam in a poem entitled *“ The Hubal Idol fall in
Iraq” ( Abubakar, 2005, p37) and ( Ibraheem, 2010):

Jaally (32l ol 4les ** Jia 1y Dla L el
AN eela ) coelolall (e ** 2l L e Y JéiLall o328
Ja byl s cliatisy 8Y **leg cldall o)l lagd e
Jsdll oye (8 adash Gua¥l ** A (ia)) aial asll Slile
a2l ellad Lely in S (ga ** B g laba) Cars dilaa
by Upae (8l Uy (S** Ledadi alaa L Gupall gl
d Lalaa b ocly aslaa ** aaf e o5l D el )l a8

Your fall has come, O you Saddam the Hubal®*

The end of the tyrant is shame and shyness

These Idols no one will mould them

Among the tyrants except he slips

You have made your people taste various type of agony
And he who has no power under you is in horrific hell
Your Irag today have become a worthless land
Whereas, yesterday, it was among the envious nations
You made it a target of greediness; it is being ravaged
From every direction, just because of your absurd action
O Saddam, you love to trigger a war,

So the people will said a hero has emerged in our time
You have been warned, but you listen to no one

This is your fate, O Saddam the Hubal

** Hubal (Arabic: J=#) was a god worshipped in pre-Islamic Arabia, notably at the Kaaba

in Mecca
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Some Nigeria Arabic poets also perceived George W. Bush as a war monger.
They believed he hates the Muslims and Islamic nation. That probably informed
the reason he was the most lampooned President of America in Nigerian Arabic
poetry. But the fact is that it was during his reign, and that of his predecessor,
Bill Clinton, that the Information Communication Technology became more
effective in usage and more affordable to the people in Nigeria and that makes
the monitoring of global event more possible. When Obama became the
president, it appeared to become a sort of relief for some people who believed
that there will be a departure from the policy of war and oppression that
characterised his administration. Here is Abdul Aziz Salman who made jest of
W. Bush in his poem of 32 lines (Agbaje, 2013).He opened the poem with a
description of how good government should be after which he enumerates the
responsibility of the government to his people. He then crowns it up with the
following (lbraheem, 2011:54):

SIAL Glaaly ) e ol ¥* e ey Sa g ) Slilas
AL Gl 5idty Jabud e ** e daSa a8 A @yl
Clga e e U dig elad (gopm ** e dasSa cuile 2d ST
iy e oy Ll (sl ** Ll Gl el gm0 deSa
Gl aily a5 o g Gl 3 *¥* 50 ude aIL i U day S
e L) (S eyl 85 ** Lelia (e (k) RasSa candy
cile bkl ¢ g by il giie 8 %% Laaolie s ol (Lis):J8 il ()

Glory is to God; it has gone, the Government of him

Who truncate peace and good things

Glory is to God, the government of him

Who perpetuate evil and strangled harmony

God is great; it has died, the government of him,

Who sucked blood and petrol from enmity

The government that polluted Iraq

Without any sin except that it is a pasture of delights

Right from the inception, the government of Bush was bad

And the end of his tenor was characterised with worst of evil

If you like, say Bush or a youth the meaning of the two words
1117




Lateef Onireti Ibraheem and Aliyu Muhammad Jamiu

Is evil genius, what a bad nature!

Elegy
Nigeria Arabic poets do not only mourned political leaders whom they believed

are good personalities, but also mourned and lamented a country that was heated
by act of terrorism or natural deserter. Among the political figure that were
mourned by Nigerian Arabic poems were Yasser Arafat of Palestine, Anwar
Sadat of Egypt, King Fahd of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Nelson Mandela and
others. (Abubakar, 2005,:40)

b. Terrorism in Nigerian Arabic Poetry

Terrorism is another political phenomenon in the word today. The act is rampant
in all the nooks and crannies of the word, and it threatens the pace of the global
world. Hardly will a day past without the media reporting an act of terrorism.
Some of the leading Nigeria poets have, at one time or the other, condemned this
inhuman act, especial when their religion Islam is being accused as the breeder of
terrorism. There are several poems which condemned it and defended Islam as a
religion which has nothing to do with terrorism or any act of violence and
oppression. Abubakar (2009, 31- 44 ) says:

s S b e laall Iy ** alall Cisli 8 Cac )l 15038
COL gl pgm sl la #* YL Gsasn Lo el as
sle chla oyl e ** ay a8 DLWl Jb Yl
Oolady lgis—day Al o ** il e el ad be 3
Cahall Ju T LG Ja** ally Gl ) e g
e s i e J** S e sy e d) L3
They (the Terrorists) threw terror into people's hearts
And cause blood to flow everywhere
How can they achieve what they aim at with terrorism?
Or with demolition of the country's security fence?
Whatever that is not easy to get with peace
Will be difficult to achieve with force
O my people! is there anything more precious than the soul

Which they are wasting with ungodly act?
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Which religion calls for violence and

Toils with innocent life in order to achieve a goal?
May Allah destroy whoever is aiding and abetting
Terrorism anywhere.

That is why when the September 11 act of terrorism occurred in the United States
of America and was witnessed by the poet, through an agent of globalization, he
mourned the dead Americans and sympathized with them thus:

Lllally Jalall cadsa ** Ll )l cacy ) dala
Laablly wlldall aella ** aildl i< a8yl
be—eh) alp A2 % ledias 4an (4o 4L
Ll Lo 5)S4 ** e jed dsud) yadin
Tlas Lilly ¢ padil) cusdi La ** aglla a88 (ladl angy (e
Llally Glay) dsis ¥ ** jela Y agd (S
Lealu daed (caguy B ** 4 Bidin 53 54l )

Meaning:

Event which course a jittery across the spine of the (whole) world

It frightens the Ignorant as well as the Scholars

Calamity had open his carnivores

And it swallowed the oppressor and benefactor

A calamity whoever tries to describe it,

Its description will betray him no matter how expert he is

The darkest September, a month the world will continue to remember in sorrow
Please sympathize with the White (the Americans) for they have been inflicted
With a (fear) that could make the old and young, alike, grow a grey air

| console them because | am a poet

Who distastes terrorism and oppression?

| am a person whose heart is soften

And who sheds tears profusely

(Ibraheem, 2013, 54)
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There are other acts of violence and killing of the innocent souls in the form of
Ethnic Cleansing/ Genocide that Nigerian Arabic poets witnessed through the
instrument of globalization and which they composed poems to condemn. Such
include Rwanda genocide, Gulf War, The war between Western and Southern
Sudan and other (Ibraheem &Abubakar, 2012)

c. Palestinian Issues in Nigerian Arabic Poetry

The Palestinian issue is another political turmoil that is ravaging the peace of the
world; it has been the subject of discussion several times in the United Nations
assembly, the American Government has broker truce more than once, yet there
is no solution to it yet. When the American government attempted to draw a road
map for its settlement during the era of George W. Bush, the Nigerian Arabic
poets are part of the global family who participated in the discussion without
them leaving the shore of their country or home. The following is the
contribution of one of them, Isa Alabi Abubakar(2008):

Sl sl ) Lagy ** " Guyhall ddayla" o]
Gree b 5l (Uhs) 00 FF b B3 s
Ganad) Canctll Byeail () ** sl de b scian)]
o NS Iy S %% ey f 2l o
Gl Al Ll e ** 2 13 Lol
G S e sy 4% ) a4 e
Ga—iall Jia Lo e 4 %% ) cplaldd 40
Will the Road Map, one day, lead to the best way (of resolving the impasse)?
It comes, cutting its way from Bush or deep ravine

Did you draw the map with sincerity to help the oppressed people?

Or is it for them to be smashed or tortures or downgraded like a Slave?

O my God! Why the playing with the hose pipe in front of he who is drowning?
They stretch onto him the hand of help, and he is experiencing a great pain
Palestine will ever remain to us lovable brethren.

The poet, with a beautiful, accurate choice of words, expresses his skepticism of
the workability of the road map drawn by the Bush government to solve the
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Palestinian/ Israeli logjam. He described the levity with which the whole word
took the matter and liken it with someone holding and toiling with a pipe borne
without using it to rescue a drowning person who was looking for what to cling
on for survival. Rather he was left helplessly gasping in the river.

Conclusion

From the foregoing, attempt has been made to study the extent to which
globalization has influenced Nigerian Arabic poets in their creative writings.
International Politics was the theme chosen to achieve that. It was discovered that
though some of the poets were skeptical about the essence of globalization and
were suspicious of the motives of its advocates. However, their poetry disclosed
that they were marveled about the agents of globalization and that they were
positively influenced by it for they were able to actively participate in the world
politics without necessarily getting out of their country.

It was also discovered that these poets view things from the religious perspective,
and this was partly because they studied Arabic solely with the aim of
understanding Islam. But it could be noted that due to emotion, they sometimes
misrepresent the Islam they are prophesying while misinterpreting some of its
teachings.

To a large extent, the language of their poetry is measurable to an acceptable
standard and conforms to the Arabic prosodic rules. The paper has succeeded in
introducing some Arabic Poets who are not hitherto known especially to the
English readers.
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