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Abstract: African Continent is deeply-rooted in culture, religion, language and education.
Prominent among its languages are: Arabic, French, Swahili, Hausa, Yoruba, Fulfulde. To
enhance diplomatic relation between the speakers of these languages, some African thinkers at a
conference held in Algeria in 1975, adopted Swahili over Arabic and Hausa as a Lingua franca.
However, the authors of this paper believe this decision is erroneous. Arabic language is
appropriate for the position. The paper therefore, aimed at studying the eligibility of Arabic
language to be the Lingua franca in Africa. It was established, with linguistic and historical
evidences that Arabic deserved to be the Lingua franca of Africa with high degree of 95% over
others. It is recommended that the thinkers should rekindled their decision and choose Arabic as
the Lingua franca of Africa.
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