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Allusions and their pragmatic purposes in the poetry of the Palestinian
poet Walid Saif
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Abstract

Pragmatics studies language in use, as it is concerned with communication systems between
language users, which in turn is a system for human communication, through which the
speaker expresses the ideas that he wants to convey to the addressee. Perhaps one of the most
prominent topics in the pragmatics lesson is deictic signs, as they basically work to link the
relationships of its elements to their linguistic and contextual references. Deictic signs are an
element of pragmatics, and they refer to a subject, a time, or a place that the signifier brings
to reveal the elements of the text, whether people, places, times, or Events that occurred
between the parties involved in the discursive text, which clarify the intention through the
context of the text. This research intends to study the types of personal, temporal, spatial and
social indicatives and their pragmatic purposes in Walid Saif’s poetry, based on the
descriptive and analytical approach. Due to the importance of deictic letters in literary
discourse, ancient and modern, they had a large share in Walid Saif’s poetry, so they took a
wide role in his poetry collections, and the poet used in them various pronouns of speech, and
demonstrative nouns that indicate place, time, and people. The research concluded with a set
of results, the most important of which is that the ambiguous nature of the signs at the
linguistic level requires us to understand their intended and unintended semantic possibilities
at the usage level. To determine the semantic violation of each indicative, and to reveal what
helps clarify it in use, in addition to the fact that indicatives have an accomplished rhetorical
value like the rest of the concepts.

Keywords: pragmatics, signals, semantic context, Contemporary Arabic poetry, Walid Saif.
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