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Reception of the contemporary Arabic poetry between the poetics of the text
and the aesthetics of reading

Reading in the poem of “The day is gone” by Badr Shaker Al-Sayyab, and
the poem of “The Harvest™ by Yusuf Al-Khal
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Abstract:

This study aims to illuminate an aspect of the problem of receiving
the contemporary Arabic poetic text, and to identify the mechanisms by
which the act of reading takes place. The start was with an overview on the
roots of the problem of reception in our critical heritage, through the
transformations of the structure of the Arabic poem according to the
sociocultural influences that characterized the modern era, leading to a
reading in two models of contemporary Arab poetry: the poem of “The day
is gone” by Badr Shaker Al-Sayyab, and the poem of “The Harvest” by
Yusuf Al-Khal.

The choice of these two models is based on two reasons; The first is
related to the two poets' pioneering in two different phases of modern
Arabic poetry. The second is related to the act of waiting shared between
them and expressed in them, with the difference in the way of expressing the
poetic vision between the two models. Reading the two models is keen to
take into account the privacy of each of them, and the required reading
tools. The goal is to reveal the vitality of Arabic poetry and its ability to be
renewed, according to the renewal of the inputs of this age.

Keywords: Reading; Poetic text; Horizon of expectation; Free verse; Poetic
vision; Prose poem
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