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Poetry and death in the time of Corona. Death, a Hymn to Dread: an

Interpretive Reading of the Text “The Hymn of Dread” by the poet
Abdelkader Makaria
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The question of death is one of the most pressing, confusing and ambiguous
existential questions. It is a question associated compulsory with the being
itself, as it is being’s final limit, which makes it both the most terrifying and
mysterious incident. It is the only incident that occurs to the living creatures,
and no one can describe it from the inside. In other words, it is a frightening
creature that terrorizes the living beings who find it difficult to
comprehend.Death has been of great interest to different religions, myths,
philosophies and arts, since the existence of human beings as conscious
beings, aware of their existence and death, and who contemplate both of
them.
The Corona epidemic embodied a clearest image about the idea of death, as
it is a mass death surrounding people all over the globe.This made it a
dangerous existential jolt, which left severe wounds in the general make up
of the humanity, and dangerous repercussions on the thinking systems and
patterns of life. Thus, poetry as an interpretation of existence, and a
formation of its major jolts, showing us the relationship between human
beings and the epidemic death in the age of the Corona, through the text of
"The Hymn of Dread" which was written by the Algerian poet Abdelkader
Mekaria. This study approaches and deeply interprets the texts in order to
reveal its implications and depths.

key words: epidemic death; natural requirements; poetic knowledge;
precautionary ritual; ontological reasoning.
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