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Abstract:

This paper addresses the politics of language use in African nations
and societies. It highlights the role of power and economics in the choice of
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language. It discusses linguistic imperialism and language shift, and how
they lead to language endangerment. The paper also discusses linguistic
decolonization whereby societies resist linguistic domination and
endangerment and embark on language maintenance. It touches on the
methods employed in language decolonisation, namely language
revitalisation, resistance, maintenance, documentation and preservation.
Attention will be on lexicology, terminology and the role of radio and TV.
We argue that as a society tries to redeem itself from linguistic imperialism
through decolonisation, certain stronger politico-economic factors push it
back into linguistic imperialism. We will find out that some of the
indigenous people themselves kick against language decolonisation. The
paper hinges on the theoretical base of language endangerment.

key words: Decolonization - Language Imperialism - Colonialism -
Language Resistance - Native Language.
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