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Abstract:

The United States Africa Command, aso known as U.S. AFRICOM, is one of nine Unified
Combatant Commands of the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD). As one of six that are
regionally focused, it is devoted solely to Africa. U.S. AFRICOM is responsible to the
Secretary of Defense for U.S. military relations with 54 African countries. USAFRICOM
better enables the Department of Defense to work with other elements of the U.S. government
and others to achieve a more stable environment where political and economic growth can
take place. U.S. AFRICOM is committed to supporting U.S. government objectives through
the delivery and sustainment of effective security cooperation programs that assist African
nations build their security capacity to enable them to better provide for their own defense.
The command was created by presidential order in 2007_and was officially activated October
1, 2007. It became fully operational October 1, 2008. Africa Command protects and defends
the national security interests of the United States by strengthening the defense capabilities of
African states and regional organizations and, when directed, conducts military operations, in
order to deter and defeat transnational threats and to provide a security environment
conducive to good governance and devel opment.
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