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Abstract:
This study examines social divisions and the crisis of governance in Cote d’ivoire, and
addresses the power struggle in its ethnic dimentions (North versus the south) and Religious
(Between Muslims and Christians) and nationalism (Residents of Cote d’ivoire as opposed to
foreigners). Learn the repercussions of social cleavage on power, which materialized in the
case of political instability after the death of President Houphouet Boigny in 1993 and the
first military coup took place in 1999, Then the electoral violence in the 2000 presidential
elections, Two years later, the Civil War erupted after a failed military coup on 19 September
2002, That divided the country into two parts, the north under rebel control and the south
under government control, This indicates that Cote d’ivoire has become a failed state, This
has exacerbated social divisions, He hindered the chances for peace and postponement of the
presidential elections for five years (2005- 2010). Then the electoral violence again in the
post- presidential election political crisis 2010. There have been local, regional and
international efforts to manage divisions and power struggles. To study the topic, the study
focused on the case study approach.
Keywords: Social Cleavage, Ethnicity, Authority, Government, Political Conflict.
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