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Ideologization and Marketing in Translating First Person’s Biography in Michael H.
Hart’s Book: “The 100
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Abstract

There has been recently a lot of talk about the impact that the translator has on the reader’s
mind, and the use limitation of this privilege within translation deontology, this goes back to the end
of the 20" century when Translatologists such as Jean-René Ladmiral and Henri Meschonnic have
revisited the phenomena of source-oriented and target-oriented translations. In this paper, we analyze

the translation of the first person (Muhammad) in Anis Mansour's book that he entitled " ;4 ¢ sallall

A Jsm ) dena ?@.AL@\ which is a translated version of Michael H. Hart's book "The 100: A Ranking

of the Most Influential Persons in History"”, in order to highlight the translational transgressions
committed by the translator who focused more on satisfying his audience that seems to be unwilling to
receive what would shock them if he faithfully conveyed what Michael H. Hart really wrote in the
original text.

We have adopted an objective and analytical approach by monitoring added, omitted and
distorted sections during the translation of the source text, and by trying to determine the translator’s
scope in adapting the text culturally, ideologically or for marketing purposes. The study proved that
Anis Mansour went - in his translation of the information in the source text - from the translating role
to the authoring role, and this proves, once again, that the receiver of the target text is at the mercy of
the translator and his translational conscience in many cases.

Keywords : Cultural adaptation ; Translational transgressions ; Distortion ; Translational conscience.
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... because of my belief that Muhammad had a much greater personal influence on the
formulation of the Moslem religion than Jesus had on the formulation of the Christian religion. This
does not imply, of course, that | think Muhammad was a greater man than Jesus .*'

sed £lal Ly LS L Aadaal) dpm b Cum (e llE b "agaliel! Jaadill anl o Jidly ) seaie Gl o

Clpaddll @l ey 4l sie Ayl Cua 4ie abiel Qlaall ¢ jee U 5580 Glaaddl pea of Liaa iy

Uil (@ A Jsmy tenal oS3 o Slmd 3 ling i sl SV sl Gla 5 o
B Al ek Y S LY ) s o Le

D el et -3.1

S I Auadall Al ol Haate Gedl g B 0 dus il il e 2l gl Aty Lid
iga Jes dan i o omlal gl ada gt Jsiiad) Gl et 4 K3 o] Jaa Ji) ) dila) ) laliis
uAuYIAJ\w)ﬁédm\dﬂ\)ww\u\&\jwmuw@d\ d\dﬂ-‘j\@“ﬁﬁeﬁf—j
e ) pa e

LGl (et b el Jeal) Jllsiy cledl Jsiiadl dall ai 8 ddlad Jead Jills 46yl Ladel
Jeally il (o by e b jaadl il (o el ball dada) e il 4S5 dgia J g
5\431..4&(\@)kucg\yb)@@hh}aﬂdsusﬁmm})uw@L\;).\s\e.uwmuhdjs.ml\
Leall Jsiiall Zalll (i o Lgie Jsiiall Zalll (i Canll 3 80n) 9 5 g0 (i pai Ll (g il 3 480 cae f Cadal
il & ALYl Gl Gas gea i pand dlaa] Legraadl & (g ) ladll y Jallall Gllee Legale (3akaig

.43l pic

828



2018 iz | 35 s 2oLzl 5 gLl oyl gj_a,yu» A7

daLay) -1-3.1
AN Luaddl) o gie Jii A AdLay) -1-1-3.
lede Jshiad Bl i
1 MUHAMMAD 570 - 632"
L) Jghiall 4l i
I Cingll el e Alas g ) Je ' ke of Wa s %2 632 = 570) 5 dl Jsu) 2ena = 1
s Bl s L ) ol geaie pud o9 i "Muhammad” S s L) D o5 Sy ol ol
oo cingdly ial Gpaill G 52 Y Guii Slas) Chagdl OIS 8 e (8IS @l IS oy (5D
GG pall ) o Gy 388) 8 jseaie gad O s dal g el WS (Sulial) sl Pla
ol 8 o2eS Alead 35a s Y Y caena o bl s 3l dobay Lo T o) caln e o OIS Wil ey 3laiy)
RN

<t 1Al "Muhammad the messenger of God, blessings and peace of Allah be upon him'
ASd i il iy o (J5Y) OIS Y a3 oUld1 () sae (8 NS Y) Apad Al i)y Y AdLsY)
Lo o SE Y il
DAY B day i b ABLay) -2-1-3.1
Leie Jsfiall 22l o
"My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world’s most influential persons may surprise

some readers and may be questioned by others, but he was the only man in history who was supremely
successful on both the religious and secular levels.®"
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"Of humble origins, Muhammad founded and promulgated one of the world’s great religions,

and became an immensely effective political leader. Today, thirteen centuries after his death, his
influence is still powerful and pervasive.”"
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"The majority of the persons in this book had the advantage of being born and raised in centers

of civilization, highly cultured or politically pivotal nations. Muhammad, however, was born in the
year 570, in the city of Mecca, in southern Arabia, at that time a backward area of the world, far from
the centers of trade, art, and learning. Orphaned at age six, he was reared in modest surroundings.
Islamic tradition tells us that he was illiterate. His economic position improved when, at age twenty-
five, he married a wealthy widow. Nevertheless, as he approached forty, there was little outward

indication that he was a remarkable person .**"
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"For three years, Muhammad preached only to close friends and associates. Then, about 613,

he began preaching in public. As he slowly gained converts, the Meccan authorities came to consider
him a dangerous nuisance. In 622, fearing for his safety, Muhammad fled to Medina (a city some 200

miles north of Mecca), where he had been offered a position of considerable political power.**"
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"Muhammed, however, was responsible for both the theology of Islam and its main ethical and

moral principles. In addition, he played the key role in proselytizing the new faith, and in establishing
the religious practices of Islam. Moreover, he is the author of the Moslem holy scriptures, the
Koran, a collection of certain of Muhammad’s insights that he believed had been directly
revealed to him by Allah. Most of these utterances were copied more or less faithfully during
Muhammad’s lifetime and were collected together in authoritative form not long after his death.
The Koran, therefore, closely represents Muhammad’s ideas and teachings and to a

considerable extent his exact words.™"
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"Furthermore, Muhammad (unlike Jesus) was a secular as well as a religious leader. In fact, as

the driving force behind the Arab conquests, he may well rank as the most influential political
leader of all time .*""

L) Jgial) 4Rt (i
5ol b dens IS5 U s 016 g Sy Dl e e (DA e DLl e s (IS
cle L paa s gall (A Qlays ey S5 Ll e g
HBr Jal 4 je alans o aliel 49 Lad Uy of (St b 58 88wl OIS W
Jsinall Galll (i 3 L) oSl o Sy ol Lo lina il Apgin 70 6 bl an il g
oy U s 22l Lol s aliy Uy Loy il 058 I sl Gl (33 58] V5 185 an3 Y 3 clen
Ll Jial) Bl i B semie Gl IS LS Cga 3 (mpas
Mgt Jstiall Aalll s 8 ) Gl ans D o e 5 2ema) Gl e i) (et Les U

e day 4 5 88N day 5 B AdLay) -11-1-3.1
lgia Jsiiall ARl Lai
"Of many important historical events, one might say that they were inevitable and would have

occured even without the particular political leader who guided them. For example, the South
American colonies would probably have won their independence from Spain even if Simén Bolivar
had never lived. But this cannot be said of the Arab conquests. Nothing similar had occured before
Muhammad, and there is no reason to believe that the conquests would have been achieved without
him. The only comparable conquests in human history are those of the Mongols in the thirteenth
century, which were primarily due to the influence of Genghis Khan. These conquests, however,
though more extensive than those of the Arabs, did not prove permanent, and today the only areas

occupied by the Mongols are those that they held prior to the time of Genghis Khan .**"
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" a city some 200 miles north of Mecca, where he had been offered a position of considerable
political power "
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him a virtual dictator. During the next few years, while Muhammad’s following grew rapidly, a
series of battles were fought between Medina and Mecca. This war ended in 630 with Muhammad’s
triumphant return to Mecca as conqueror. The remaining two and one-half years of his life
witnessed the rapid conversion of the Arab tribes to the new religion. When Muhammad died, in

632, he was the effective ruler of all of southern Arabia .**"
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Spain, more than seven centuries of warfare finally resulted in the Christians reconquering the entire
peninsula. However, Mesopotamia and Egypt, the two cradles of ancient civilization, have
remained Arab, as has the entire coast of North Africa. The new religion, of course, continued to
spread, in the intervening centuries, far beyond the borders of the original Moslem conquests.
Currently, it has tens of millions of adherents in Africa and central Asia, and even more in

Pakistan and northern India, and in Indonesia .**"
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