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Abstract : 
Just like all the other Algerian oases in the middle of the Saharan desert, the 

ziban oasis owes its survival to water and its brilliant ancient irrigation system. The 
diverse heritage and complex yet fragile structure of the oases have affected their 
evolution. Constant evolution prevents crisis situations making oases quite durable. 
Their production system depends on irrigation: when the necessary water is 
available, agricultural activities flourish, the social and cultural balance improves 
creating a dynamic equilibrium which maintains the oasis in a state of stability. In 
antiquity in this region an impressive 70km long aqueduct was constructed with 
several phases. The aqueduct was constructed to transfer water from the rich springs 
of “Mountain auresse" to the capital of ''eastern zab'' The aqueduct starts from a river 
"malleguou" and is wisely designed to provide irrigation to the crops. On the 
outskirts of the region the aqueduct branched out to supply fountains 
and reservoirs. 
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