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Agriculture and farmers: in the mental representations of
authority and society in Middle Maghreb, during 7*"-9"

centuries AH(13-15" centuries AD)
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Agriculture is the predominant economic activity of the inhabitants of
the Middle Maghreb during the Middle Ages in general, and the period
between the 7" and 9" centuries AH/13" and 15" centuries AD in

Abstrac: || particular.. Also, farmers constituted a wide segment within the societal
structure of the Middle Maghreb during the same period. However,
although the subject of agriculture and farmers has received a sufficient
share of studies from the economic point of view, from the social and
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mental point of view, it has not yet received the research and study it
deserves.

Accordingly; this article aims to study the mental representations of the
Middle Maghreb society with its various social groups (authority, the
elite, and the public) regarding agricultural activity and those involved in
it during the period mentioned earlier, as well as an attempt to give an
approximate picture of the position of farmers within the societal map of
the Middle Maghreb, and the reasons and factors controlling that
position.

:Keywords | Agriculture; Farmers; Mental representations; The society; Middle
Maghreb.
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