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The Epigraphic Inscriptions in the Islamic Maghreb from the
.5th to the 8th Century AH - Kufic Script as a Case Study
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Abstrac

This research focuses on studying the drawing and engraving of Kufic script
on funerary monuments in the Islamic Maghreb, between the 5th and 8th
centuries of the Hijri calendar. It involves a systematic and descriptive process
of inventorying and describing some models and visual representations,
aiming to elucidate the history of this script and its stages of development.
These stages were based on a set of features and characteristics that initially
paved the way for its dissemination, followed by its improvement, refinement,
and creative enhancements. This was achieved through the adoption of
various methods and additions to the letters and the medium on which they are
inscribed. These factors have shaped the evolutionary stages of this script on
the monuments, which we have categorized into four types: simple Kufic,
decorated Kufic, floral Kufic, and embellished Kufic.

Keywords | Kufic script, epigraphic inscriptions, vegetal decoration, funerary
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Publications de I'Institut des Hautes Etudes de Tunis, vol. 11, fasc. |1, Paris,
1958.p447.
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1)~ Paul. RAVAISSE. "Deux inscriptions coufiques du Campa".
Journal Asiatique, Xléme série. 1922.
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1)- ROY Bernard et Paule POINSSOT, Inscriptions arabes de
Kairouan, Coll. Publications de I'Institut des Hautes Etudes de
Tunis, vol. 11, fasc. |, Paris, 1950, vol. 11, fasc. |
2)- ROY. Bernard et Paule POINSSOT, Inscriptions arabes de
Kairouan, Coll. Publications de I'Institut des Hautes Etudes de
Tunis, vol. 11, fasc. 1, Paris, 1958.
3)- ZBISS, Slimane Mostafa, Inscriptions de Monastir. Coll.

Corpus des Inscriptions Arabes de Tunisie. 2eme partie ,la Presse.
1960. Tunis.
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2)- Ali Benbella
Source: [https://islamicart.museumwnf.org/database_item.php?id=0
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3)- http://www.epigraphieislamique-
.uliege.be/thesaurus/User/PhotosGalleryDisplay.aspx?id=7613&sc=
1&st=7613.
4)- Naima EI Khatib-Boujibar
Source: [https://islamicart.museumwnf.org/database_item.php?id=0
bject;ISL;ma;Mus01 B;37;fr&cp] (11/06/2023)
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