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The plastic surgeon’s commitment of enlightenment
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Abstract:

The commitment of enlightenment is considered one of the most important
commitments of surgeons in general, and plastic surgeons in particular. A proper
and enlightened consent from the patient can only be reached after he has been
enlightened. Due to the special nature of plastic surgery, the commitment of
enlightenment is not limited to informing the patient of the operation’s expected
risks; it is extended to include exceptional and rare risks too. The commitment of
enlightenment is an obligation to achieve a result, which is imposed on the surgeon
in order to restore the cognitive balance between the surgeon and the patient. Any
breach of this commitment leads to liability.
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