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Abstract:

Among the activities of humans in the present era resulting from the
enormous scientific and technological developments is the use of the outer space,
by launching space objects—the most important of which are satellites—with the
aims of discovery, spying, communication, and the forecast of the weather and
natural disasters, etc.. The exploitation of the outer space may lead to accidents
resulting from the destruction of satellites in the air environment or their fall into
the earth, which results in hazards due to their containing of radiant substances.
One of the most significant accidents is the Russian satellite “Cosmos 954" in the
Northern territory of Canada in 1978.

This study aims to highlight the most important environmental hazards that
satellites can cause to the environment, whether the outer space environment or
the earth's surface environment, and to present the “Cosmos 954" fall as a case in
point.

Key words: Environmental Hazards; Pollution; Cosmos 954; Satellites.
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