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The Role of the United Nations in Strengthening the Power of Small Countries
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Abstract:

Beyond the marginal characteristics of a small country and its dependent
position from the traditional perspective of power politics, the United Nations, as
the most reliable, global and representative multilateral intergovernmental
cooperation mechanism, provides a unique international platform for small
countries to obtain their institutional strength. Thanks to the strength base granted
by voting rights, membership privileges and leadership seats within the United
Nations system, as well as strategic options, such as defining and selecting
agendas and issues, and elaborating international mechanisms and linkage
strategies, small countries still do not have sufficient material capacity. It is
possible to negotiate with the major powers within the United Nations system and
force them to change their behavior through asymmetric interconnections between
the two parties.
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