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Abstract:

Short-term prison sentences are one of the most applicable sentences for
offenses in the comparative penal system. However, evolution of sanctions has
proved it inadequate to keep pace with modern penal policy which aims to
rationalize punishment, which prompted the attempt to eliminate the disadvantages
of short-term prison sentences by finding other alternatives which do not deprive
the sentenced person of his liberty, but rather seeks to establish a balance between
the interest of the society through deterrence and the interest of the sentenced
person through reintegration and rehabilitation.

Key words: short-term prison sentence; community service penalty;
alternative sentences; modern penal policy; rationalization of punishment.
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