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Historical sense in the Arab Novel: The novel "RETURNING TO
ATHENA" as a model
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Abstract:

It is well known and familiar that nations acquire their identity and only
through their history, for there is no ancient nation whose legacy is not
backed by a great historical cultural heritage that constitutes one of the
features of its civilized personality. For this reason, nations and peoples
revisit their historical and literary heritage from one era to another to
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indicate what needs to be documented, changed or modified. We complain
of a crisis of a defeated civilized and culturally defeated society who is still
searching for identity and self.

Since the novel has become a representative, because of its smoothness,
flexibility and volatility to the constant social, economic and political
environment changes, and because of its closeness to the human world with
all its sufferings, aspirations and potentials, it is better able to depict life
with its events, people, location, time and history.

The novel (Returning to Athena) by Jordanian novelist Amer Tahboub,
presents a historical sense documenting the place and its people. It is one of
the historical novels that reveal many of the events that occurred during the
1948( Nakba). The novel takes place in Athens, Beirut, Palestine, and the
diaspora camps, passing through Jordan, Abu Dhabi, of the dominant
novelist on the narrative structure which is loaded with bold critical visions,
and with a clear intellectual feature. This will be evident in the folds of
research.

Keywords: The historical sense, the Arabic novel, returns to Athena.
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