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The Role of Geography in Economic Growth -  Theoretical Approaches and Empirical Evidences 

 

 

 

Abstract:  This article discusses the theoretical arguments and empirical evidence presented in 
favor of the geography hypothesis. The question that arises is whether the strong correlation 
between geography and per capita income reveals the importance of geographical advantages or 
disadvantages in explaining the large income per capita differences among countries and if so what 
are the channels through which geography affects growth.These channels are : climate, food 
production, health environment, the capacity to mobilize energy resources, and trade and location.  
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Source : NOAA Earth System Research Laboratory.(2016). 
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Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration. 

Source: EnvironmentalAction. 
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Source: CIESIN–Columbia University, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the World Bank, 
and Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical–CIAT. (2011). 

Source : Bhattacharyya. (2011). 
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Source : Bhattacharyya. (2011). 
 GDP. كلم من المحيط مقابل لوغاريتم نصيب الفرد من 100مساحة الأراضي على بعد .03الشكل 

 
Source : Bhattacharyya. (2011). 
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Sources: Data from PWT.8.0 (2012) and Acemoglu et al.(2002). 

Sources: Data from PWT.8.0 (2012) and Acemoglu et al.(2002). 
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